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The Committee on Ju diciary met at 1:30 p.m. on Thursday,
March 17, 2005, in Room 1113 of the State Capitol, L incoln,
Nebraska, for the purpose of conducting a public hearing on
LB 740, LB 403, and L B 454. Senators p resent: Patrick
Bourne, Chairperson; Dwite Pedersen, Vice Chairperson; Ray
Aguilar; Ernie Chambers; Jeanne Combs; Mike F lood; M ike
Foley; and Mike Friend. Senators absent: None.

SENATOR BOURNE: We' ll go ahead and get started and we' ll go
through some o f t h e ho usekeeping issues before the other
members arrive. Welcome to the Judiciary Committee. This
is our 23rd day of committee hearings and the last day of
committee hearings for this year. I'm Pat Bourne. Let me
go back. We ' re hearing three bills today. I'm Pat Bourne
from Omaha. To my left i s Se nator Aguilar from Grand
I s l and . The comm it t ee c l e r k i s L aur i e Vo l l er t se n . I ' l l
ntroduce the other senators as they arrive. Please keep in

m 'nd that from time to time senators come and go from t he
committee room so if they ha ppen to leave while you' re
testifying on a particular bill, don't take that personally.
They' re simply conducting some other business. If you plan
t o t es t i f y on any o f t he b i l l s , we a sk t h at y ou s i gn i n on
the on-deck area there where Senator Schimek is at. Pl ease
enter your information so that it's legible as it will be
entered into the pe rmanent rec ord. Following the
introduction of e ach bill, I' ll ask for a show of hands to
see how many people plan to testify on a particular measure.
The in t r od u c er of t he b i l l wi l l g o f i r s t . We wi l l t hen t ake
proponent testimony. We' ll have opponent testimony and then
we' ll have neutral testimony. When yo u come f orward to
testify here at the stand, we ask that you clearly state and
spell your name for the record. A ll of our hearings are
transcribed and your spelling of your name would help our
transcribers immensely. Due to the large number of bills we
hear here in the Judiciary Committee, we utilize the timing
lights that you see on the desk here. Senators i ntroducing
b l l s g et f i v e mi nu t e s t o op e n o n a p ar t i cu l ar m e a s ur e a n d
three minutes to close if they choose to do so. A ll oth er
testifiers get t hree m inutes to testify exclusive of any
questions the committee may ask. The blue light goes on at
three minutes. The amber light will come on when you have
one minute left and then when the red light comes on we ask
you conclude your testimony. The rules of the Legislature
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state that cell phones are not allowed so if you happen to
have a cell phone please disable the ringer so it doesn't go
off and disturb a testifier. Read ing someone else' s
t es t i mony i s n ot a l l ow ed . I f y ou ha v e s o me t e st i m on y f r om
an organization that you would like to submit, simply hand
i t i n and w e w i l l t u r n t ha t i n a nd mak e i t p a r t o f t he
record, but w e wo n't allow you to read the testimony into
the record. With that, we' ve been joined by Senator Flood
from Norfolk, Senator Friend from Omaha, and our legal
counsel is Jeff Beaty. I' ll introduce the other members as
they arrive but w ith that I think we' ll open on LB 740.
S enato r S c h i m e k .

LB 74 0

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Thank you, Senator Bourne and members of
the Judiciary Committee. For the record, my name is DiAnna
Schimek, the 27th Legislative District and I ' m here to
i n t r o duc e LB 74 0 . I ' m b r i ng i ng t h i s b i l l on be ha l f o f t he
Nebraska Trial Attorneys who will have a member following me
here today so, hopefully, if you develop any real technical
questions you' ll be able t o g et t h e an swers to yo ur
questions. Just a little bit of background. Under current
law, if a person suffers an injury and alleges negligence on
the part of a political subdivision, there are special rules
t.hat apply. Number one, the injured person must file a
notice with the political subdivision within one year of the
t ime t h e c l a i m h a d a c c r u ed . Fai l u r e t o f i l e t h i s no t i ce
forever bars the claim. Secondly, the statute of
limitations is two years rather than the normal four years.
Again, if the ac tion is not filed within two years it is
forever barred. There is a cap, and this is p oint number
t hree . The r e i s a cap o f $1 mi l l i o n on t h e damages
political subdivisions could pay to an individual;
S5 million for any event regardless of the amount of damages
suffered. Th is cap was given to the political subdivisions
i n 1983 . Som e p o l i t i ca l su bd i v i s i o n s op er a t e a bu si ne ss
under a name that would not indicate that it is a political
s ubdivision and they do not file the trade name w ith th e
Secretary of S tate. This has caused confusion, at best,
unfair results, at worst. What LB 740 does is suspends the
time lim itations that b ar le gitimate actions against
political subdivis'ons unless and until the trade n ame is
registered as provided in the Trade Names Act. And that is
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t he essence o f t he b i l l , Mr . Ch a i r m an .

SENATOR BOURNE: Thank you. We ' ve been joined by Senator
Pedersen from Omaha. With that, are there any questions for
Senator Schimek? Seeing none,...

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Tha n k y ou .

SENATOR BOURNE: Thank you. Can I have a show of hands of
those here to testify in support of this bill? I see one.
Those in opposition? I see two. Those n eutral? First
proponent and then w ould the o pponents make their way
forward and sign in, please? Welcome.

BOB MOODIE: Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, my name
is Bob Moodie, M-o-o-d-i-e. I am testifying on b ehalf of
t he Nebraska Association of T rial Attorneys. I am an
attorney here in Lincoln, Nebraska, and we t hank Senator
Schimek for introducing this bill at our request. This is
not a complicated bill and S enator Schimek has very
adequately described what the p roblem is. On occasion,
political subdivisions who do have the benefit of a ver y
short statute of lim itations pursuant to th e Political
Subdivisions Tort Cla ims Act will operate cert ain
enterprises us ing names tha t do n ot identify those
enterprises as part of the Political Subdivision Tort Claims
Act or part of the political subdivision. It happens with
hospitals, the Fremont Area Medical Center is operated by a
political subdivision but you can't tell that from the name
of the hospital. Eppley Airfield is operated by a political
subdivision that is not immediately obvious from the name of
the enterprise. Th e Douglas County Courthouse is operated
by the Omaha Douglas Public Building Commission. This
provides a trap for the unwary, a trap for both lawyers who
practice in the courts of th e state and fo r cit izens
themselves who have claims against these enterprises but, at
this point, have difficulty establishing whether they are
part of the political subdivision and, therefore, whether
they must live by the one year statute of limitations. By
introducing LB 740, we' re merely proposing a system whereby
the polit. ical subdivision that is operating an enterprise
under a trade name must register that. trade name as any
other enterprise would with the Secretary of State's Office
and if the trade name is not registered that the statute of
limitations under the Political Subdivision Tort Claims Act
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be suspended.

SENATOR BOURNE: Thank you. We ' ve been joined by Senator
Chambers from Omaha and S enator Combs from Mil ligan.
Questions? Senator Flood.

SENATOR FLOOD: Than k you, Chairman Bourne. Mr . Moodie,
t hank you for your testimony. My concern here is that t he
Fremont area hospital, it wouldn't seem to take that long to
figure out that was owned by the city of Fremont or Dodge
County or wh oever i t is . Would n't a lit tle bi t of
investigation enable you or allow an attorney who's passed
the bar with a high level of intelligence to be ab le to
ascertain who owns that?

BOB MOODIE: Well, not...number one, necessarily. It's not
always the attorney that has to do the looking. Certainly,
the attorneys are involved in these issues but the citizens
themselves have to deal with these questions as w ell f rom
time to t ime . And num ber two, i t is not necessarily
automatically obvious. There is not necessarily one place
or one method of finding out how the Fremont Area Medical
Center is associated, particularly if th e Fremont Area
Medical Center is the potential defendant in a case and they
may not want to tell you.

SENATOR FLOOD: Well, two responses to that and I guess, it
would seem to me that...and I did go on the Health and Human
Services web site. And I went to Licensure and Regulation
and I w a s able to determine within a matter of about five
m inutes on the Internet that that hospital was owned by, I
b el i ev e i t ' s Do d g e Count y ?

BOB MOODIE: I b e l i eve yo u ' r e r i g ht .

SENATOR FLOOD: So that seems frustrating to me and the
second part is, you said, well, the average citizen has
trouble determining who owns it. Wouldn't it befuddle an
average citizen to know to call the Secretary of State' s
Office to ch eck a trade name? I me an, doesn't that seem
just. as complicated as contacting or getting on the Internet
and typing in Fremont Area Medical Center or He alth and
Human Services and using a search engine to find that?

BOB MOODIE: Well , and I ' m no t su r e t hat i t wou l d or i t
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wouldn' t. But it certainly gives the average citizen one
extra opportunity to find it an d I believe that it is a
fairly common understanding that the Secretary of State is
charged with keeping the b usiness records and if you' re
interested in o btaining information on a parti cular
business, that's one of the first logical places to check.

SENATOR FLOOD: But the average citizen probably wouldn' t
know to contact the Secretary of State's Office.

B OB MOODIE: I th ink the average citizen might b e more
likely to c ontact the Secretary of State's Office than the
web site for the Division of Health Licenses but p erhaps
n ot , I d on ' t kn ow .

SENATOR FLOOD: I guess th e other que stion I had, you
implied in your testimony that businesses register their
trade names. It seemed t o me th a t yo u im plied all
businesses register their trade names. I don't think that.'s
so. If I ran Mike's Lawn Service, I'm doing business as
Mike's Lawn Service as Mike Flood. I'm not going to contact
the Secretary of St ate and register my trade name and I'm
probably not going to set up a co rporation or a limi ted
liability company. So it would seem to me that...

BOB MOODIE: Well, yo u'd register your trade name if you
wanted to make sure that nobody else op erated under t hat
name. And the trade name registration process is in effect
and it has different reasons why. Certainly, there's not a
requirement that someone register their trade name...

SENATOR FLOOD: Let 's say, for instance, I was the Qwest
C enter . 'Why would I want to register the Qwest Center when
Qwest is already registered as a trade name for a business,
along that same line of thinking?

BOB MOODIE: Well, if you ran the Qwest C e n t e r and y ou
wanted somebody to keep somebody else from operating some
other entity such as the strip mall across the street from
putting up a sign saying, Qwest Center strip mall, then you
perhaps would want to register your trade name to stop that
f rom happen i ng . I f you we r e . . .

SENATOR FLOOD: W el l , woul d n ' t Qwe s t .
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BOB MOODIE:
Center w a s. .

S ENATOR FLOOD: Would n't t h e Qwest Center already be
registered as a trade name, just Qwest would be registered
as a t rade name? So any variation of the word Qwest would
conflict with my little shopping center that I called it?

BOB MOODIE: I don't know.

SENATOR FLOOD: I would think so.

BOB MOODIE: I don't know.

SENATOR FLOOD: Well, you and I disagree on this bu t I
appreciate your testimony.

BOB MOODIE: A n d t he on l y o t h e r po i nt t ha t I wou l d p o i n t o ut
is that the area of political subdivision liability is one
in which the political subdivisions...that the state through
the act have granted the political subdivisions special
dispensations with regard to claims against them. And these
must be made pursuant to the Claims Act. It must be done in
certain ways. It must be done within very limited periods
of time. And all we' re proposing is an a dditional filing
which would cost them $100 according to the act in order to
preserve the ci tizen's ability to be able to very
efficiently track down this information.

SENATOR FLOOD: Tha n k yo u .

SENATOR BOURNE: Than k you. Fur ther questions? See ing
none, Mr. Moodie, thank you.

BOB MOODIE: Thank you.

SENATOR BOURNE: Let me double check. Jack, are there other
testifiers in support?

BILL MUELLER: Thank you, Chairman Bourne. Mem bers of the
committee, my name is Bill Mueller, M-u-el-I-e-r. I appear
here today in support of LB 740 on behalf of th e Nebraska
State Bar Association. We did look at this bill and believe
that the mechanism established in the bill does make sense
to put the world on no tice of a pol itical subdivision

. running t he Qwest Center and the Qwest
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transacting a bu siness under a name other than the name of
the true political subdivision. Senator Flood, I listened
to your questioning of Mr. Moodie, and I guess i f there' s
another way t o give n otice, to pu t this notice on the
record, we would certainly be open to this. I d on't think
that this is an unreasonable requirement that someone
operating a business other than under a name other than the
name of that true political subdivision give notice somehow.
And you asked about the Qwest Center. I'm not sure who owns
the Qwest Center. If I had a c laim against the Qwest
Center, there would be quite a bit of, I thin k, lo oking
involved, research involved, trying to determine who the
r i gh t p a r t y w a s. And I d on ' t k no w wher e y o u w o u l d l oo k t o
see who owned a particular entity. You went on the HHS web
s i te . I sup po s e i f I t ho ug h t a b o u t i t l on g e n o u gh , I wou l d
have thought about that but just sitting here in the room, I
thought, how would I fi nd out who owns that? I guess if
they said Dodge County Memorial Hospital, I think that Dodge
County owns that. But if that was the St. Francis Memorial
Medical Center that was owned by Dodge County, I'm not sure
how I would determine who owned that. And I think that this
requirement in this bill we don't think is unreasonable and
we do t hink would make a public record available that if
checked, someone could determine who owns t hat. The
d i f f i cul t y i s , i f yo u f i l e a l aws u i t aga i n s t t h e w ro n g p a r t y
or if you don't know that the St. Francis Medical Center is
owned by a political subdivision and you wait the t ypical
time period for a tor t a gainst a private party, you' ve
missed the statute. So it does make a difference whether a
political subdivision owns an entity. It's not just knowing
the right name. Their status, as many of you know, does
establish how much time you have to file a claim. Be h appy
to answer any questions the committee may have.

SENATOR BOURNE: Thank you. Are there questions? Senator
Flood .

SENATOR FLOOD: Thank you, Chairman Bourne. Mr. Mu eller,
thank you for y our testimony. I g uess an attorney could
f i l e a p et i t i on or I g ues s a co mp l a i n t n o w u n de r ou r r u l e s
against as many people as t hey thought might even be
a ssociated with, let's say, the Qwest Center. You coul d
f i l e a ga i nst Dou g l a s Coun t y , Ci t y of Omah a , b u i l d i ng
commissions, school districts, and you could allege certain
facts and then you could dismiss those with prejudice if, in
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fact, the, you k now, the discovery that we allowed under
Rule 26, you know, shows that, in fact, they are not a real
party in interest or someone who could be connected. So,
that being said, what's the harm in making the attorney
that's representing or the party, if they' re pro se, what' s
the harm in having them do their homework to make sure they
have the right ones? Because these are public records. You
can walk into your city hall and say, I wan t to see the
ownership and th e deed and I want to see this and that on
who owns this building or this corporation or whatever.

BILL MUELLER: Senator, you' re certainly right. You cou ld
sue a mu ltitude of parties under a multitude of names and
once you sorted it out, you could dismiss as to t hose who
you didn't have a claim against. Again, I think it's a
balance of, is this the only way to find out who owns t h at
institution? No, we don 't have this requirement now and
p resumably, people are determining who owns thes e
i ns t i t ut i o n s . I do n ' t t h i n k t hi s i s u nr e a s o n a b l e t o r equ i r e
that if you are operating basically under a trade name, and
you are a political subdivision that you take the step of
registering t.hat. Is t hat the only way that you could do
it? No, there are other ways to do it.

SENATOR FLOOD: Thank you very much.

BILL MUELLER: This makes sense to me.

SENATOR BOURNE: Further questions? Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Mueller, I know what your position is
and I t e nd t o ag r ee wi t h i t so t h i s mi g ht b e l i ke a l o aded
question or a leading question. What reason based on logic
could there be for a public entity such as a political
subdiv i s i on no t t o d i sc l ose f u l l y t o t he p ub l i c any en t i t y
which is a part of this operation?

BILL MUELLER: I don't know what the people behind m e are
going t.o say. I as sume that they just don't want another
r equi r ement t h a t t hey h a ! e t o co mpl y w i t h a n d i n t h i s b i l l ,
if they don't comply with it, that will toll the statute of
limitations. So, there is a problem if they don't comply
with this but I don' t. think that this is unreasonable that,
I mean, y o u m ake on e f i l i ng . Yo u wou l dn ' t hav e t o f i l e
mul t pi e t mes . I do n ' t kn ow why t hi s wou l d b e
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unreasonable. I don't know, Senator.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: I will wait to see what they say also but
I wanted to ask you that question. Thank you.

BILL MUELLER: I don:t know.

SENATOR BOURNE: Fur=her questions? Seeing none, thank you.

BILL MUELLER: Tha n k y o u.

SENATOR BOURNE: Let's check o n e last time. A re there
further testifiers i n support? First tes tifier in
opposi t i o n .

JACK CHELOHA: Good afternoon, Senator Bourne, members of
t he Jud i c i a r y C ommit t e e. My n a me i s Ja ck Che l o h a an d t he
last name is s pelled C-h-e-1-o-h-a. I'm the registered
lobbyist for the city of Omaha. I' d like t o testify in
opposition to LB 740 on behalf of our city attorney, Paul
Kratz. As he explained it to me, LB 740 would be a mistake
in the sense that you' re marrying up statute of limitation
laws with registering a trade name, if you w ill. The
purpose of registering your name is to prevent others from
utilizing and using that name. And so in order to have the
requirement for political subdivisions to file with the
Secretary of State's Office...I didn't know it wa s $100 a
fee, but $100 per item to us doesn't make sense. You don' t
want to, if you will, have people registering names and
calling it a tr ade name merely for the sense of tolling a
statute of limitation. We would argue that most attorneys
are very skilled in terms of f inding out who owns the
p roperty. We would say that this bill, if you will, is a
solution in se arch of a problem. It hasn't been a problem
and the city attorney didn't give me many cases where, you
know, we won out on a statute of limitation because somebody
didn't know to sue the city of Omaha over a Parks and Recs
program we offer. In terms of the requirements of a bil l,
it's confusing as to wo uld we have to register for every
i tem that we operate a program? For instance, the city o f
Omaha does own the Qwest Center as we issue the bonds, but
there's a quasi independent body which governs it . And ,
likewise, in o rder to help pay for it we did have to sell
the naming rights to it. And a lot of that stuff was ver y
public and, you know, has been reported within our community
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where most o f these lawsuits would originate from anyway.
In the meantime, for instance, in the summertime Omaha
operates a program called the Sun Dawgs Program through our
Parks and Rec Department. Would we have to go and register
that as a trade name, the "Sundawgs" , i f y ou wi l l ? I n
addition, there's numerous other things we operate from.
Public libraries, if they don't have the city of Omaha in
front of t hem, would that be problematic? So for those
reasons, we don't think that there's a problem out t here.
A lot of this can be found out as Senator Flood pointed out,
through either discovery or ju st y our d ue diligence in
advance of filing the lawsuit. And for those reasons, we' d
be opposed to LB 740. I' ll try and answer any questions.

SENATOR BOURNE: Th ank you .
Mr. Cheloha? Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Cheloha,
know every entity which is
political subdivision status as
with or connected to the city?

JACK CHELOHA: Senator, I don't think we' re saying we don' t
want the public to know. We' re saying we...

SENATOR CHAMBERS: You don't want to do what it would take
to let the public know. That's what you' re saying?

JACK CHELOHA: Well, no, we' re saying most of the times it' s
common knowledge as to who is operating these programs or,
y ou k n ow , t h e ci v i c a ud i t or i u m . Hope f u l l y , m o s t p e o p l e
understand that that's the city of Omaha operation...

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr . Cheloha, do you, of y our p ersonal
knowledge, know ev ery en tity which could be considered a
part of Omaha as a political subdivision right now?

Are there questions for

why should not the public
going to b e able to claim
a result of being associated

J ACK CHELOHA: Do I ?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Yes .

JACK CHELOHA: Jff the cuff, I probably don't know every one
but . . .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Do you think you' re more knowledgeable of
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things related to government than the ordinary citizen?

JACK CHELOHA: I would hope so as an employee of the city, I
w ould hope I am .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: And a hired lobbyist on top of it.

JACK CHELOHA: That's right.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr . Cheloha, why did you come down here
to speak for the city attorney?

J ACK CHELOHA: I'm the registered lobbyist for the city o f
Omaha, and they asked me to appear in opposition to this
b i l l , t he c i t y a t t or n e y d i d .

S ENATOR CHAMBERS: Do you think that th e qu estion o f
st.atutes of limitation could be called legal issues?

JACK CHELOHA: Su r e , yes .

S ENATOR CHAMBERS: A r e y ou a l aw y e r?

JACK CHELOHA: Yes, sir, I am.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Do you practice law?

J ACK CHELOHA: I do not .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Did you ever practice law?

JACK CHELOHA: I did for about three years prior to..

SENATOR CHAMBERS: If you were a l awyer representing a
client, would you want to know whether the entity to be sued
is going to be governed by a one-year statute of limitations
o r a l ong e r o n e ?

JACK CHELOHA: Sure, I would want to know that, yes.

SENATOR HA MBERS: And i f i t ca me t o a po l i t i ca l
subdi v i s i o n , wo u l d y ou l i ke t o kn ow wi t ho u t h av i ng t o do
a lot of research, that this entity is going to get the
benefit of a political subdivision's statute of limitation?
W ould y o l i ke t o know t h a t i f yo u we r e a l aw y e r?
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JACK CHELOHA: Wel l , cer t a i n l y , i f yo u cou l d f i nd ou t
something more easily, that would be beneficial, sure.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: How much mo ney w ould it co s t the
city...did Mr. Kratz tell you, i f this b ill were to be
enacted?

JACK CHELOHA: We d i d n ' t d o a f i sca l i mp a c t o n i t b u t i f
each and every operation had to be registered, I mean, you
know, it would be $100 times, you know, it'd be every item,
S enato r .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: It could just be three other entities,
though, couldn't there just be three others?

JACK CHELOHA: Well, there could be, sure, but.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: So that's $300.

JACK CHELOHA: ...but based on what I know , t here's more
t han t h a t .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Okay, well, based on what you know, how
many ar e t h er e ?

JACK CHELOHA: W e l l , you kno w , t he o n e s I cou l d t hi n k o f o f f
the cuff had to do, as I mentioned, with t hat s ummertime
program we offer. There' s, you know, I don't know how many
libraries the city operates but I don't think any of th em
put the city of Omaha in front of them.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: So then you don't really know the number?

J ACK CHELOHA: I don ' t k now t he n u mber b u t I kno w i t ' s a
significant amount is what I'm saying.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: What would you mean by significant? How
many would constitute significant?

JACK CHELOHA: To me, I would...you know, a hundred or more
to me means significant.

S ENATOR CHAMBERS: So t here are a hun dred or more suc h
entitzes in Omaha.
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JACK CHELOHA: That's one of my guesses. Two of the biggest
examples were the Qwest Center...

SENATOR CHAMBERS: You did that. On what do you...

J ACK CHELOHA: The ho t e l . . .

SENATOR CHAMBERS:
f i gu r e ?

JACK CHELOHA: Well, I'm just saying on va rious programs
that the c ity ope rates or various buildings or community

. on what d o y o u b as e t h i s o n e h u n d r ed

center s . . .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: No, that's not what I'm asking you.

J ACK CHELOHA: Ri g h t .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...on what basis do you come up with the
f i gur e o f o ne h u n d r e d ?

JACK CHELOHA: O h , I was ju st c l i ck i ng i n my mi n d a s I wo r k
through, you know, city budget issues. You know , I 'm
thinking through the library department, police department.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: How many libraries are there in Omaha?

JACK CHELOHA: I can't tell you specifically. I don't know.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Are there more than ten?

JACK CHELOHA: I think there are but I'm not certain.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Could there be fewer than ten?

JACK CHELOHA: I'd say that might be a fair number.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: If there were ten, that's a long way from
a hundred, isn't it?

JACK CHELOHA: Righ t . But that 's only one department,
Senator, of, you know, 14 in the city.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Fourteen what?
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JACK CHE L OHA:
government .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Did you and Mr. Kratz discuss the
possible number of entities that this bill would affect?

JACK CHELOHA: No, we just hit some of the bigger ones that
came to mind initially.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Okay. Now if I can tailgate on a very
perceptive question asked by my very "percificacious" young
committee fellow, my fellow committee member about lawyers
who graduated from law s chool being highly intelligent
people. We had two lawyers in this discussion, yourself and
Mr. Kratz, is tnat true?

JACK CHELOHA: Sur e , ye s .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: And Mr . Kratz i s t he ci ty at torney
meaning he is in charge of the city's legal department and
its legal business. Is that true?

JACK CHELOHA: That ' s co r r e c t .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: And you as a lobbyist...how long have you
been a l o bb y i s t ?

JACK CHELOHA: I' ve been a lobbyist for about 14 years now.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: So you have an idea of how things work in
the Legislature.

JACK CHELOHA: I do, um-hum.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: In that 14 years' time, you' ve developed
a notion of the types of questions which are asked when you
appear before a committee. Is that true or false?

JACK CHELOHA: Sure, certainly, yes.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: And we have two hig hly in telligent
lawyers, one handling all the legal business for the city or
in charge of it and one who is an experienced lobbyist for
14 years. It didn't occur to either of you that somebody

Fourteen departments within our c ity
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might ask w hat th e cost would be to the city of Omaha if
you' re going to oppose this bill? Ob viously, it didn' t
occur to you, though, did it?

JACK CHELOHA: Well, we didn't get into that. We thou ght
about the legal aspects of it, Senator, and that's what I
tried to testify onto.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: But you brought up the cost, how many of
these times a hundred dollars so if you bring it up here, it
just didn't occur to either of you while you were having a
serious discussion about why you ought to oppose it, did it?
It didn't occur to you...

JACK CHELOHA: Not at the time to calculate for ea ch on e,
no, it didn' t, Senator.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: So then why don't you limit yourself to
what you and Mr. Kratz discussed as a reason for o pposing
the bill rather than interjecting something that he didn' t
feel important enough to even discuss? Now, with the money
end of it o ut of th e question, what was the main reason
Mr. Kratz gave you to relay to us as to why we should oppose
t hi s b i l l ?

JACK CHELOHA: He said the biggest reason to oppose the
bill, as he worded it, as a big, big mistake to marry up
statute of limitations statutes with registering trade names
for purposes of limiting someone else using that trade name.
T hat was h i s r ea s o n .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: That doesn't even make sense to me as a
reason for anything. Bu t that's what he told you and you
r elayed i t .

JACK CHELOHA: That's what he told me.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Okay , w e ll, when yo u have t o rela y
nonsensical information, I can understand you' re not on very
strong footing. Let me ask you this question. Why did not
you come as the c ity...first of a ll, let me lay so me
foundation. As a lawyer, you know what foundation is, don' t
you?

J ACK CHELOHA: Yea h , I do , y e s .
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SENATOR CHAMBERS: Okay. Have you been on occasion bringing
police officers down he re to spe ak i n opp osition to a
particular bill?

JACK CHELOHA: Have I been doing that?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Yes .

JACK CHELOHA: I h aven't been bringing them, I' ve been
assoc'ated with them.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Have you been in their company serving
the function of working with them, giving them direction or
guiding them so t hat they can speak in opposition to a
part i c u l a r b i l l ; t h e b i l l i s L B 755 b e c a use I do n ' t wa n t t o
be coy. Have you been serving that role?

JACK CHELOHA: On that issue, yes, Senator.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Sinc e you' re the city's lobbyist, why,
then, didn't you come and testify against that bill?

JACK CHELOHA: Why did I not testify?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: That's the question.

JACK CHELOHA: I wasn't asked to and the police department
felt they should submit a letter and that's what they did.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Then why are you walking around with
these officers speaking against the bill, but you didn't see
fit to tes ify before the committee so that we w ould know
what you' re telling these officers they ought to say against
tnis bill or what you' re saying against it. Why is that?

JACK CHELOHA: They fe lt m ore c omfortable talking to
senators rndividually and they wanted to be a ble t o g i ve
them their input.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: When you s ay "they," of whom are you
s peaking ?

JACK CHELOHA: The officers that were down here working o n
L B 75 5 .



Transcript Prepared by the Clerk of the Legislature
Transcriber's Office

LB 740Committee on Judiciary
March 1 7 , 2 005
Page 17

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Do the officers give you your directions
as a l o b b y i s t f o r t he c i t y '?

JACK CHELOHA: Do the officers?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Yes. I' ll ask you again.

JACK CHELOHA: Well, the department head does, the chief of
p ol i c e .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: The chief told you to serve this role
with these officers?

JACK CHELOHA: Right. I lo bby for the city an d f or the
police department.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: And they told you to come down here?

JACK C H ELOHA:
c ome. . .

Um, you mean those officers he told to

SENATOR CHAMBERS: The chief, did the chief tell you to come
down here with those officers?

JACK CHELOHA: Those officers has the chief's permission to
come down.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: N o, Mr
,

.(machine malfunction, testimony
l ost ) i f I a ccep t wh a t m y c o mmi t t e e f el l ow st a t e d , a n d h e
knows and understands these things, so I'm taking his word
f or i t . Now a s a h i g h l y i n t el l i g e n t l a w y e r , a n d a l o bb y i s t
for 14 years, you seem t o have a lot of diff iculty
understanding the question I'm asking, so I'm going to ask
i t again. Did the chief ask you, as the lobbyist for th e
city of Om aha, t o wo rk with t hese cops in the way that
you' re doing, to come down here and speak against that bill?
Did the ch'ef ask you that?

J ACK CHELOHA: Ye s .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: When did he ask you that?

J ACK CHELOHA: Th ey wer e . . .
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SENATOR CHAMBERS: That's what I mean.

JACK CHELOHA: Ri g ht .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Was it face to face that he asked you, or
dad he d o r t by t e l ep h o ne?

JACK CHELOHA: Via telephone.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Where were you when he called you?

JACK CHELOHA: Prior to the...boy, probably in my office the
first time. I d o have a cell phone. He might have called
t he c e l l p ho n e . I mean . . .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: And what did he say to you?

JACK CHELOHA: In relationship to LB 755, they p robably
called me i n ad vance of th e he aring on that bill, and
t hen . . .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: He probably did, or he did?

JACK CHELOHA: Or he did, in advance of t he bill. They
determined their strategy for the committee hearing.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: What did he tell you...why would he call
you i f no b ody was g o i n g t o t es t i f y ?

JACK CHELOHA: Because they wanted a letter distributed on
that topic, in advance of the hearing.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Did they ask you whether they should just
submit a le tter, or whether they should have somebody to
testify?

JACK CHELOHA: That was discussed. I recommended that they
t es t i f y .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: And they chose not to.

JACK CHELOHA: Th e y ch o s e n o t t o .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Then the chief instructed you to come
d own her e w i t h t ho se c op s ?
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JACK CHELOHA: P.ight. Aft erwards...they worked the bill
after the fact, after the hearing.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: And your contract with the city
authorizes department heads to in struct you to come down
here. Is that true?

JACK CHELOHA: That's right. I'm a city employee.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: It's not just for the mayor and the c ity
council. Any d epartment of the city of Omaha can instruct
you to come and speak for or against a bill...

J ACK CHELOHA: Ri g h t .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: I s that true?

JACK CHELOHA: Right. And typically, the departments have
to get approval through the mayor's office.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: So then the mayor is the one ultimately
who instructed you to come down here with those cops.

J ACK CHELOHA: Su r e .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: I want to place responsibility.

JACK CHELOHA: Right. They' re aware that the pol ice a re
opposed t o L B 7 5 5 a n d e n d o r s e t ha t .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Did the mayor instruct you? He never
instructed you, though, or he did?

JACK CHELOHA: It didn't rise to the point where the mayor,
you know, had to do that. The police chief felt he had the
authority to oppose that bill.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: When you sign the contract, with whom do
you sign it? Does it say the city of Omaha? Or does it say
the mayor and the city council or just what does it say?

JACK CHELOHA: You mean a lobbying contract, Senator?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Ye s .
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JACK CHELOHA: I don 't have one. I'm an employee of the
city and my title is city lobbyist.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: You don't have a contract?

J ACK CHELOHA: No .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: You don't have a job description?

JACK CHELOHA: There is a job description and I'm a civ il
s ervan t .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: To whom does it say you are responsible?

JACK CHE L OHA: On state governmental relations, I'm
responsible to the mayor and th e city c ouncil on all
d epartments .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Well, n o w you introduce...are you a
lobbyist or are you this other thing you just mentioned?

JACK CHELOHA: Well, I have two hats, Senator. When the
Legis l a t u r e . . .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Well, let's talk about the lobby hat.

JACK CHELOHA: Oka y .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Okay. Okay?

J ACK CHELOHA: Sur e .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: To whom are you responsible?

JACK CHELOHA: I'm responsible to all of those entities, the
mayor, seven council members, and all the department heads.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: And is that written anywhere or they told
you that? Don't look at...

J ACK CHELOHA: No , t ha t . . .

SENATOR C H AMBERS: . . . d o n ' t l oo k a t t h e Cha i r m an . Loo k a t
me.
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JACK CHELOHA: It 's written. It's in my job descriptions,
sure .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Okay. So could you get me a copy of that
at some point?

JACK CHELOHA: O k a y , su r e .

S ENATOR CHAMBERS: T h a n k y o u v e r y m u c h .

S ENATOR BOURNE: Se n a t o r Pe d e r s e n .

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: Th a n k y o u , S e n a t o r B o u r n e. No t on
the legal side but on the political side, you might want to
remind Mr. Kratz and the mayor that there is a senator from
Elkhorn on this committee.

JACK CHELOHA: Oka y .

S ENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: Th a n k y o u .

JACK CHELOHA: I wi l l (La ug h t e r ) .

SENATOR BOURNE: Senator Flood.

SENATOR FLOOD: Thank you, Chairman Bourne. Thank you for
your testimony, Mr. Cheloha. To your knowledge, how many
times have you been made aware...I should, I guess I should
back up. How fa miliar are you with the ci ty's civil
litigation department?

JACK CHELOHA: Just ge nerally familiar with them and the
work t h e y d o .

SENATOR FLOOD: In your prior testimony, you st ated that
this seemed like a solution for a problem that might appear
or doesn ' t . . .o r i sn ' t t h er e r i g ht n ow . How o f t en do y ou
hear about or a re you familiar with the situation where a
potential plaintiff or an actual plaintiff is un able t o
ascer t a i n w h i c h p ol i t i c al su bd i v i s i on o wns o r oper a t e s o r i s
l i a b l e fo r any t y pe o f neg l i gen t a ct i o n?

JACK CHELOHA: I mean, I ' m not intimately familiar with
their operations but they do issue an a nnual report, the
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city law department. And I mean, it doesn't stand out to me
t ha t t he y b r ag abo u t , you kn ow , l aw s u i t s n ot b e i n g a b l e t o
go forward because the city wasn't properly served a ca se
within that time frame. I mean, it just doesn't come up
very often is what I'm saying.

S ENATOR FLOOD: If I had been injured as the result of t he
negligence of a city facility or a facility I didn't know
the ownership of, if I went to the Omaha city clerk's office
and asked for information on who owns this parcel of...does
the city own t his p arcel of property at 27th and Park?
W ould you be able to get information about the s tatus o f
t ha t ?

JACK CHELOHA: Abs o l u t el y . Our c i t y c l er k wou l d be ab l e t o
help you with that. That 's where you file y our c laim
against the city. Li kewise, the county register of deeds'
office would be available, et cetera to find the answers.

SENATOR FLOOD: I n l i g ht o f t h e b i l l , r a t he r t han p u b l i shi n g
this for the Secretary of State, would the city of Omaha be
int.crested in just m aking the list of every single one of
these programs or projects or buildings and making it
available to the city clerk's office so that people could,
from the general public, could stop by, pick up the list if
they want to see the ownership of any of these. Would that
b e f a v o r a b l e t o you ?

J ACK CHELOHA: I think that would be an easier way to mee t
the end result. I m ean, so ultimately it would be on file
within the city office so people would know what our
opera t i o n s ar e .

SENATOR F'LOOD: Would that seem ea sier to you for the
general public to be able to ascertain who owns what?

JACK CHELOHA: Oh, I would think so. That way once the word
g ets o u t , p l a i nt i f f s ' l aw y e r s o r c i t i ze n s - a t - l ar g e w o ul d be
able to access that list.

SENATOR FLOOD: Would you be opposed if we amended this bill
to make that l ist available at every public subdivision's
p lace of business? When I say place of b usiness in th e
city, it w ould b e t h e city clerk's office, for a school
distract it would be the school district administration's
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o f f i c e .

JACK CHELOHA: I do n't think that would be problematic. I
mean, as the city administers, know the d epartments they
would be a b l e t o co me u p w i t h a l i st and w e c o u l d p u t i t a l l
together and have that on file, sure.

SENATOR FLOOD: And keep it continually updated?

J ACK CHELOHA: Su r e .

SENATOR FLOOD: Tha n k you .

SENATOR BOURNE: Further questions? Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Just one, Mr. Chairman. Depending on how
evasive Mr. Cheloha turns out to be. Mr. Cheloha, if I were
injured by Bob's Plumbing and Sheet Metal operation, how
would I...what would give me any indication that that might
be a part of the city's operation?

JACK CHELOHA: Bo y , I me a n , i f i t s a i d Bob ' s on i t , I ' m no t
sure how you would know that unless they were working on
city property and you k new t hat to be city property or
things along those lines. But...

SENATOR CHAMBERS: And this is a part of that question. But
I had t o , b y w a y o f f o un d a t i o n , ar e a l l o f t he e nt i t i e s t o
your knowledge, at this point, and you' ve acknowledged that
y ou don ' t kn o w a l l o f t he m , a n d s o I ' m n ot ho l d i ng yo u t o
know everything. Are there entities that are associated
with the city to such an extent they'd be covered by th is
bill whose name, title, or designation does not let the
public know when they see that designation that it's a part
of the city? Are there such entities that you know of?

JACK CHELOHA: I think th ey a r e a n d the biggest prime
example I can t h i nk c f i s t he Qw es t C e n t e r .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Okay. But even if it's not tha t big,
let's take that. Why then, if there is nothing that would
suggest to a person that this is connected with th e ci ty,
would they feel they need to go to the clerk's office to see
whether o r no t t hey ' r e on a l i s t ?
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JACK CHELOHA: I d i dn ' t . . . I ' m so r r y , I d i dn ' t und e r .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Okay . If this li s t of all of the
entities...

J ACK CHELOHA: Ri gh t .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...that could qualify under this bill,

JACK CHELOHA: Oka y .

SENATOR CHAMBERS:
c le r k , . . .

JACK CHELOHA: Um - h u m.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...and some of those entities whose name
or designation would not alert the public that such e ntity
is a part of the city, why would the person go to the city
clerk's office to see whether it's a part of the city w hen
they have no reason to suspect that?

JACK CHELOHA: Well, that's a good point. I mean, they may
not...that may not be their first inclination but, I me an,
if they' re a member of a community and they' re aware of how
t he s t r u c t u r e w a s b u i l t and op e r a t e d , I me a n , ev en t ua l l y I
think they would come there.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: But they might not know that it would be
a part of the city and have notice that would suggest they
should go look at this list.

JACK CHELOHA: R ight. But on the same sense, Senator, they
may not go to the Secretary of St ate's Office e ither, I

.were kept on file w ith the ci ty

mean.

SENA OP. CHAMBERS: So we would decide which way we want to
go if we' re going to do either one more or less?

JACK CHELOHA: Well, I think what we should do is rely on
t hese sm ar t l awye r s t o do d ue d i l i g en c e t o f i nd w h o t he y
need t o p r o p e r l y sue .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Are you a smart lawyer?
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JACK CHELOHA: Sometimes (Laugh) .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: That's all I have. Thank you.

SENATOR BOURNE: Further questions? Aren't you glad.

J ACK CHELOHA: T ha n k y ou .

SENATOR BOURNE: Aren't you glad you came today?

JACK CHELOHA: (Laugh) Is this LB 740 or, yeah, okay, thank
you.

SENATOR BOURNE: (Laugh) Thank you, Jack. Next testifier in
o ppos1 t 1 o n ?

GARY KRUMLAND: Senator Bourne, members of the committee, my
name is Gary Krumland. It's spelled K-r-u-m-I-a-n-d. I 'm
represent1ng the League of Nebraska Municipalities appearing
in opposition to LB 740. The concern we have about LB 740
1s just the uncertainty it causes. The language says t hat
1.t applies when a political subdivision is transacting
business under a name ot her than the tr ue na me. The
business of a ci ty o r vi llage is to provide libraries,
parks, and those sorts of things and very often they a re
named, for ex ample, in Lincoln the Bennett Martin Public
Library, Pioneer Park, anything like that. Common t hings
that ge nerally people would understand to be public
facilities but it doesn't specify what kinds of f acilities
that we' re talking about. So it would seem to me that, I
mean, the problem is I wouldn't know exactly how to ad vise
our members how to comply wi th th i s. Do th ey need to
register trade names for every "ibrary, park, anything, any
agency that doesn't have the c ity of or village of, for
example, Lincoln Electric System? Or do they need to change
all of the signs, letterhead, et cetera, to include the word
c i t y o f i n or d er to ma k e i t ve r y c l ea r ? So I t h i nk t he
language is ambiguous. There was discussion of enterprises
and the s tatement of in tent talks abo ut prop rietary
functions. But the actual language goes much farther than
that and because of that u ncertainty, that's the reason
w e' re oppo s i n g L B 7 4 0 .

SENATOR BOURNE: Thank you . Questions for Mr. Krumland?
S enator C hambers .
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LB 740 , 4 03

SENATOR CHAMBERS: I only have one. Mr. Krumland, couldn' t
we avoid all of this if we just put political subdivisions
under the s ame general statute of limitations as others or
what is generally the statute of limitations? Just make it
four years for e verybody? If that were the case, we
w ouldn' t h a v e a l l o f t h i s be f o r e u s , w o u l d w e ?

GARY KRUMLAND: No, I mean that would be a way to do it
a l t h ough I wou l d . . .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: It would be simple, too, wouldn't it?

GARY KRUMLAND: Yeah, although...

S ENATOR CHAMBERS: A n d e v e r y b ody wo u l d k n o w .

GARY KRUMLAND: Yeah, although we would not..

SENATOR CH A MBERS: Okay.
Mr. Krumland (Laughter) .

GARY KRUMLAND: ...support that (laugh) so.

SENATOR BOURNE: Further questions? Seeing none, thank you.

Good i de a. Th ank y ou ,

GARY KRUMLAND: U m -hum.

S ENATOR BOURNE: Next testifier in opposition? Are there
any testifiers neutral? Sena tor Schimek waives closing.
That will conclude the hearing on LB 740. Senator Friend to
o pen on LB 403. While Senator Friend makes his way to th e
stand, can I ha v e a sho w of hands of those folks here
t es t i f y i ng i n sup p or t o f LB 4 0 3 ? Ke e p t h e m up f o r a mi nu t e ,
i f y o u w o u l d . I se e f our . Tho se i n o ppo si t i on ? I see
none. Those neutral? I see one. Senator Friend.

LB 4 03

SENATOR FRIEND: Thank you, Chairman Bourne, members of the
Judiciary Committee. My name is Mike Friend, F-r-i-e-n-d.
I represent District 10, northwest Omaha, and I'm here to
introduce and r equest your s upport for L B 403. I ' m
introducing t.he bill a t the re quest of a constituent in
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District 10. LB 4 0 3 makes motor vehicle hom icide a
Class I I I f e l o ny i f i t o ccu r s d ur i ng a pe r i od o f an
operator's license suspension or revocation. Th is offense
currently is only a Cl ass I misdemeanor as provided in
Section 28-306. As most of you are probably aware, we' ve
been dealing with a lot of t his stuff and a Class I
misdemeanor carries a maximum penalty of not more than one
year imprisonment or $1, 000 fine or both. A Class III, a
felony, however, carries a maximum penalty of f ive years
imprisonment or a $10,000 fine or both. Additionally, as
provided in Section 28-105(2), sentences of one year or more
for a Class IIIA or Class IV felonies, or s erved in
institutions under the j urisdiction of the Department of
Correctional Services while sentences of less than one year
such as t hose o f Cl ass I misdemeanors have served in a
county jail. At its core, LB 403, for me a nyway, and I
think f or us as public policymakers, this is ab out
accountability, and what I t hink is a respect for our
state's motor vehicle licensing laws. Any per son who
illegally operates a motor vehicle, in this c ase under a
revoked or a suspended license, who then commits a vehicular
homicide, should be held t o a penalty greater than that
which is given to people who make false statements under
oath or are found guilty of false reporting. Those are just
a few of the offenses among many others also classified as a
C lass I mi s demeanor . Other st ates suc h as Ohio,
Pennsylvania, Florida, some of the states that classify
vehicular homicide while driving under a suspended or
revoked license as a Class III felony. M y self along with
some of the others that I think that will testify behind me
believe that those who take th e li fe of ano ther while
showing such, what w e feel are callous disregard for our
state's motor vehicle laws should be held accountable and to
a higher standard than we currently prescribe. I think
t hat ' s r ea l l y al l I had , Mr . Cha i r m an . I ' d b e ha p p y t o
a nswer any q u e s t i o n s .

SENATOR BOURNE: Thank you. Are there questions for Senator
Friend? See ing none, thank you. Would the proponents,
would t he f i r st pr op on en t c o me f o r w a r d ' ? And t hen i f t he
o ther people that are here to testify in s upport of th e
bill, if you would make your way forward to the on-deck area
and sign in so everybody who is in support of this bill and
wants to testify, make your way forward. We lcome.
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N ATHAN COX: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, members of th e
committee. My nam e is Nathan Cox. I am the Cass County
At. torney and I'm here in my capacity as the Cass Co unty
A tt o r n e y .

SENATOR BOURNE: C- o - x ?

NATHAN COX: C-o-x. Thank you for that reminder. The case
that. you ' l l pr o b a b l y he a r a l i t t l e b i t of t o day t h at ha s
s parked this bill is a cas e t hat originated in m y
jurisdiction. I t was a case in which an i ndividual was
driving under suspension. They blew through a red light and
k i l l e d an i nd i v i d u a l by t h e n a m e o f B o bby Howe. I n t ha t
type of a si tuation under the motor vehicle homicide
statute, being that this is...that it's an offense to run
through a red light and that someone died as a proximate
cause of that offense the only option that we had for
p urposes of prosecuting the defendant in that case was a
Class I misdemeanor motor vehicle homicide type case. The
issue comes down to judges generally look at driving under
suspension as not being a proximate cause of the person' s
death and the statute is couched in those terms and judges
have generally looked at the statute in that fashion. What
I'm here for is to support this bill, that we s hould hold
these individuals accountable. Just within the last couple
of years the Legislature made it easier and more feasible
for people that are driving under suspension when they' re
caught to get reinstated, to get themselves put back on the
right rack and b ecome legal as the rest of us hopefully
are. I think that going in that same vein, we should hold
those who d o n ot as accountable as we do someone that is
driving recklessly or i n a wil lful reckless manner or
someone that is dr iving while under the i nfluence of
a lcohol. We need to hold them accountable at a level of a
Class I I I A f e l on y . I t i s , i n my mi n d , app r o p r i a t e . I t
seems to be in keeping with the other types of offenses that
we' re holding people responsible at a level of a Class IIIA
felony also. I guess with t hat, I don't have anything
additional if there are any questions.

SENATOR BOURNE: Thank yo u. Are ther e que stions f or
M r. Cox ? Sen a t o r C h ambers .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: I'm going to try to limit myself to two.
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NATHAN COX: Ye s , s i r .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Is driving under the influence inherently
d angerous , w o u l d y o u s a y ?

NATHAN COX: Absolutely.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Is driv ing o n a suspended driver' s
license inherently dangerous?

NATHAN COX: Excellent question and I wish I could answer it
with j u st a y es or no . May I exp l a i n ?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Sure, I want you to have the chance to.

NATHAN COX: There are varying reasons why, as the Senator,
I'm sure, is aware as t o w hy a person would have their
license suspended. It can range anywhere from an insurance
issue to an accident, they' ve had accidents in the past. It
can be a situation where they have too many points because
they are just bad drivers. It takes i n ...the suspension
statute takes in the whole realm of individuals. I guess
the best answer that I could give to you is, a person that
is unlicensed or not allowed to drive under the statutes of
t his state that then does drive is dangerous. Ar e they as
dangerous as s omeone that's driving under the influence?
N o, not necessarily. They could be because it could b e
somebody, as in t his case, who had had an accident in the
past and was driving under suspension even though she hadn' t
cleared up the issues involving that. And then u ltimately
ended up g etting revoked in h e r probationary sentence
because she got into another accident which then violated
her probation. So I don't know if that really answers the
question that you were posing but.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: If a person never had a driver's license
and had never been authorized under the law to drive, should
t ha t p er s on be gu i l t y o f a Cl as s I I I A f el o ny i f h e o r s he
commits motor vehicular homicide?

N ATHAN COX: I th ink that it's something that s hould b e
looked at very carefully as a possibility for this reason.
We have requi rements that everyone that g ets a dri ver' s
license is re quired to go through to measure and make sure
t hat t h at i nd i v i d u a l i s com p e t en t at so m e l ev e l t o be ab l e
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to drive a motor vehicle, that they' re familiar with the
signs, that they' re familiar with what the rules of the road
are. And some one th at th en takes it upon themselves to
disregard all of the safeguards that the L egislature has
provided and g o o u t and drive anyway, it's something that
p erhaps s houl d b e c o n s i d e r e d b eca us e t he y ar e d ange r o u s .
They potentially don't know the rules of how the rest of us
drive and what is accepted behavior on the road.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: But they at least recognize the legal
requirement to ge t a license. If so mebody never had a
license, why should they not be put in the same category of
a scofflaw and it be Class IIIA felony?

NATHAN COX: Tha t is a good question and I don't know that
I'm necessarily opposed to t hat s ituation. If someone
doesn't bother to g e t licensed, goes out and during the
course of their driving kills an individual. Should they be
held responsible for not complying with the s tatutes of
licensure? I'm not necessarily opposed to that.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: If somebody has two speeding tickets but
has not lost his or her driver's license because not enough
points have accrued, should that person be charged with a
Class IIIA felony if involved in an accident that results in
death?

NATHAN COX: A person that has two s peeding tickets that
i sn ' t su s p e nded?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: R ight.

But kills someone in the course of theirN ATHAN C OX :
d r i v i n g ?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Yes, they go through a red light or stop
s ign . . .

NATHAN COX: And we' re ruling out...okay.

SENATOR CHA MBERS: . . . shoul d t he y be ch ar ge d
Class I I I A f e l on y a l so ?

NATHAN COX: Yo ur point is a good point. Under the
proposed le gislation, t hey would not be. At some

wit h a

curren t
point , I
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guess my response would be at some point we have to draw a
line and say, behavior beyond this line is such that they
need to be held accountable at a higher level. And I guess
the line that's being drawn through this legislation is, if
you' re revoked, suspended, impounded, or a disqualification,
as a commercial driver...

SENATOR CHAMBERS: As you pointed out, that can happen for
reasons that have nothing to do with safe driving.

NATHAN COX: You' re right, you' re right.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Now , I want to get to those things that
might indicate a person could be a hazardous driver. If
somebody were guilty, had a conviction for negligent driving
o r r eck l e ss d r i v i ng , t ha t wou l d n ot g i v e en o ugh p o i n t s t o
take that person's license. If a person with one of t hose
convictions were involved in a motor vehicular homicide,
should that person be charged with a IIIA felony?

NATHAN COX: A person that has a specific history of driving
in a reckless or a willful, reckless manner I think that if
they' re suspended under that type of a situation...

SENATOR CHAMBERS: No, not suspended. They still have their
l i c e n s e .

NATHAN COX : Oh, not . ..they still have their license but
they have a history. Under this statutory proposed statute,
no.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Right. Now, how long ago were you in law
school?

NATHAN COX: It seems like years and years and years but it
was 1994 was w he n I go t o ut .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Okay, so I'm going to see
this because they usually say it. Now, it
ago than that that I was in law school.
famxlxar with the axiom, hard cases make bad

N ATAL C OX : Yes , s i r .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: We have one case and we' re being asked to

if you remember
was much l o nger

But ar e you
law?
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change the law because of that one case. Isn't that true?

NATHAN COX: I d on ' t kn ow t ha t . . .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Had that case not occurred, you wouldn' t
b e here t o d ay , w o u l d y o u ?

NATHAN COX: Would it have been brought to my attention in
this fashion? Probably n ot . Hav e I grappled with this
i ssue and ha d f r ust r at i on o v e r t h i s i ssu e b e fo r e ? Ye s , I
have.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: But we have a bill now to change the law
because of one ca se . Wouldn't that b e an accu rate
statement?

NATHAN COX: N o, i t wo ul d no t .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: So then I thought you said that there's a
case that led...maybe Senator Friend did . I thou ght
somebody said there's a case you' ll hear of that led to this
law.

NATHAN COX: And that was myself that indicated that. And
everything...I shouldn't say everything. Many things build
and build and build and build until there is something that
triggers action to correct the problem and that was merely
my intent in that comment that t his situation was a
triggering e vent even though I have dealt with this
frustration in the past and it has been a fr ustration for
me.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Did you draft this law?

NATHAN COX : I d i d n ot dr af t i t . Di d I t a l k wi t h t he
senator about it? Absolutely. Did I make some proposals to
i t ? Ab so l u t e l y bu t . . .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Did you initiate the contact? Or we said
a cons t i t ue n t h ad as k e d h i m. . .

NATHAN COX: No , I did not.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: . . . o k ay .
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NATHAN COX: Yes, I did not initiate it. But Senator Friend
did call me. He wanted t o ga ther facts and try to
understand the situation...

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Did he explain why he called you instead
of the Douglas County Attorney?

NATHAN COX: I ' m so r r y ?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Di d he explain why he called you rather
than the Douglas County Attorney?

NATHAN COX: Oh, absolutely.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: What was his explanation?

N ATHAN COX: A constituent had contacted him about this
particular event or situation, the case that I was involved
with an d wan te d h i m t o l oo k i n t o i t wh i ch h e d i d .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you. That's all that I would have.

NATHAN COX: Th a n k y ou .

SENATOR BOURNE: Further questions? Senator Pedersen.

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: Th a n k y o u , Se n a t o r Bou r n e . Mr . Cox ,
i f w e p as s t h i s b i l l , wha t w o u l d w e , t h e p e o p l e o f Ne b r a s k a ,
gain from it?

N ATHAN COX : Ac coun t a b i l i t y i s wha t I wou l d na r r o w r t dow n
to. People that are driving under suspension really when it
comes down to it, should not be on the road, flat out should
not be on the road. Senator Chambers has brought up so me
good points as t o, yo u kn ow, are we drawing the line in
perhaps the best possible location? The bill, a s it is
proposed, I believe, does set that line and say, we' re going
to hold people accountable because even though there may be
some individuals that are out there not necessarily because
they were bad d rivers, but they ar e suspended and they
shouldn't be on the ro ad, and th ey' ve killed somebody.
Well , t hey shou l dn ' t b e ou t o n t h e r o a d . And I t hi n k t h at
this gives accountability and to the people of Nebraska who
have family and f riends that are killed on the road. It
gives some solace or some consolation in knowing that this
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person will be held accountable not just for the fact that
they ran a stoplight but for the fact that they should never
have been on t he road to begin with to cause this whole
chain of events that has destroyed their family.

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: In the case that you' re relating to,
what happened to the person? What was the results that the
offender or the person who committed the act?

NATHAN COX: Originally, what happened was they were charged
o ut. wi t h m o to r v eh i c l e ho m i c i d e a s a Cl a ss I mi sd e meanor .
They were convicted of that offense as well as driving under
suspension. The judge, after reviewing the evidence, placed
this individual on a probationary sentence which, after a
short period of time, she violated by driving again and
g et t i n g i nt o a n acc i den t . F ortunately, it was a
single-vehicle accident but she was then revoked and t he
judge sentenced her to a period of days in jail.

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: How long in jail?

NATHAN COX : It was a total of, let me remember here. I
believe it was 160...I think it was 160 days in jail.

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: Th a n k yo u .

SENATOR BOURNE: Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Under the existing law, the judge could
have sentenced her to 200 more days than that, isn't that
t r u e ?

NATHAN COX: That is correct.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: S o n o w i f t h e j ud g e i s no t go i ng t o make
use of the la w as it stands now, why should we create in
statute a harsher punishment?

NATHAN COX: Excellent question and the issue comes down to,
do I personally feel that this person should have re ceived
more time? Yes. And we argued for that. Ultimately, the
judge has the a b ility of l ooking at i t, looking at
mitigators, aggravators, and making a decision as to how he
or she wants to sentence that individual. What I want to,
by my s upport, offer to that judge is in a situation where
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that judge may feel that it's appropriate, more ti me no t
only for a jailable sentence but, additionally, more time
for a p r obationary sentence if that's ultimately what
t hey' re l o o k i n g f o r .

SENATOR CHA MBERS: And you als o know that a fel ony
conviction carries wide ramifications beyond just going to
jail if that's what happens to you? You' re aware of that?

N ATHAN COX: V e r y m uch s o .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: No w, wh a t i s t h e mi n i mum pena l t y fo r a
Class I misdemeanor?

NATHAN COX: The minimum penalty?

SENATOR CHAMBERS; Yes .

NATHAN COX: Zero days in jail and no fine at all.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: What is the minimum sentence or pe nalty
f or a C la s s I I I A f e l ony ?

NATHAN COX: A Cl as s I I I wo u l d b e ze r o d ay s i n j a i l up t o
five years, zero to five and a penalty would be similar with
the zero to S10,000 fine as a penalty.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: And courts have of ten said tha t in
determining how se rious a legislature deems an offense to
be, they will look at the minimum sentence. And if the
minimum sentence for a Class I misdemeanor is the same as
that fo r a I I I A f e l ony , we ar e g i v i ng t he i mp r e ss i o n t ha t
something is being done which may not be done at all. Let' s
say a IIIA felony was in place. Other than the disabilities
that a fe lony conviction could bring to a person, not able
to get a job, maybe not able to get loans, maybe not able to
get into the military because they drove un der s uspension
which if so mebody with a license had done exactly the same
t h i ng , w o u l d n o t f ace a f el o n y . Tha t j u dge , eve n i f a
Class IIIA felony were th e of fense, could have given her
probation, couldn't he?

NATHAN COX: A b solutely.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: And when she violated it, he could ha ve
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g iven he r t e n d a y s i n j a i l .

NATHAN COX: Absolutely.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: So if we pass this, there's no assurance
there will be a harsher punishment, is there?

NATHAN COX: No, and I'm not looking for the assurance that
this Le gislature wi ll mandate judges to impose any
particular sentence and that's the beauty of o u r sy stem,
that the judges have the a b ility to look at all of the
surrounding facts and what I'm supporting this fo r is to
give those judges the a bility to penalize someone more
severely because of this particular act o f dr iving under
suspension even though as you' ve pointed out very well, that
j udge may n o t .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Well , if we give a judge a club and he
uses a switch instead of the club, why then should we offer
a battering ram too, and say, well, you didn't use the club
but i f we g i v e you a ba t t er i ng r am , yo u ' l l u se t h at . I n
other words, i f t he law which is on the books now is not
being applied as harshly as some people think, why do t hey
think the L egislature for their satisfaction or whatever,
w ill just put a harsher...a higher level of offense in t he
statute which may not carry a harsher penalty, punishment?

NATHAN COX : I gue ss the only answer that I could give to
you zn t h a t r ega r d i s t ha t an i nd i v i du al t ha t i s d r i v i ng
under t.he suspension and commits the exact same offense as
somebody who is legally licensed should be held to a higher
standard because of t heir flagrant disregard for our laws
with regard to the licensure. And the only way that you...

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Then you fe e l that vi olating the
licensure law is what ought to make this such a more serious
o ffense .

NATHAN COX: I think that's what we' re talking about is that
they' re violating their order not to drive.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Oka y , now we' re getting it. So then it
doesn't matter that somebody who's still licensed may h ave
three negligent driving offenses because that wouldn't lose
your license on points.
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NATHAN COX: W e ll,

SENATOR CHAMBERS: So you think t h e on e who loses the
points...let's say it's a truck driver.

N ATHAN COX: Um- h u m .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: And this person makes so much money based
on the number of trips so he drives rapidly and he ge ts
enough speeding tickets to lose his license.

NATHAN COX: Um - h u m.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: We have somebody over here who has three
negligent driving and hasn't lost the license. Y ou sh ou) d
punish the truck driver who l ost his license through
speeding, no accidents, no negligent driving. Pun ish h im
more harshly because he doesn't have a license than you do
the one with three negligent driving convictions who al so
kills somebody. Th e one whose record shows he's dangerous
is punished less harshly than the one whose record shows he
xs not. dangerous. And the on ly t hing that makes the
d ; f f e r e n c e 's one still has the license and the other
d oesn' t .

NATHAN COX: I would disagree because speeding is very much
an act of negligence in that you are not being careful in
the manner that you' re driving.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Are you aware that the statute does not
say that speeding automatically can be considered a cause of
an ac c i d e n t ?

NATHAN COX: Ye s .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: So that if the statute says it's not, how
are you going to sit there and say that it means that you' re
dangerous? Driving above the speed limit does not equate to
recklessness. If somebody's driving 20 miles over the
limit, they d on't get a tic ket fo r reckless driving or
negligent driving. They get a ticket for speeding. So y ou
want to in terpret the la w differently from the way the
courts have or from the way the statute is drafted, has said
1 t .
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NATHAN COX: N o, m e r e l y w h a t I ' m d oi n g i s po i nt i ng o ut t h at
they' re not exercising due caution and t o sa y that th i s
person is a careful driver, they' re more careful than
someone who is c onvicted of w illful, reckless driving
numerous times. But are they pristine and have no faults?
No.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: How do you know that driving above t he
speed l i m i t m e ans t h a t a pe r s o n i sn ' t d r i v i ng ca r e f u l l y ?

NATHAN COX : For the sim ple r eason that we all have a
certain duty to abide by the laws and the law has been set,
saying this is t h e safe and appropriate speed for us to
travel in this particular location...

SENATOR CHAMBERS: If the law doesn't say it's negligent,
the law doesn't say it's reckless, the law doesn't say it' s
dangerous. It simply says you exceeded the speed limit. So
you as a prosecutor in a county know more or want us to
accept the meaning of the law that you tell us and disregard
of what the s tatute itself has said and disregard of what
court s h a v e h e l d .

NATHAN COX: Not at all.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: In order that you can get us to sup port
t hi s b i l l .

NATHAN COX: No t at a l l .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Then why are you going to tell me that
speeding means that a person is careless?

NATHAN CGX: Because in my time of functioning as a county
attorney and a coroner, I have been called out to motor
vehicle accidents for the past ten years where speed is a
factor to a person ending up dead.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Is it a factor that leads to the accident
or it makes the accident more severe if one occurs?

NATHAN COX: Bot h. Bot h. I have people that are driving
t oo fast on a particular road that come up over a rise a n d
collide with another person. Speed is a major factor of
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t ha t .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Well, how are they going to do that? I f
this person is in his or her lane and the other oncoming car
i s i n h i s o r he r l ane , h o w a r e t h e y g oi n g t o col l i de ?

NATHAN COX: As the senator is aware, when you get onto dirt
roads as are located in my county, the lane restrictions are
not designated necessarily. You try to stay on your side of
the road but all it takes when you' re going at a fast rate
of speed is to tick the side of another vehicle and all
kinds of catastrophic things happen.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: And you can be going at a slow rate o f
speed and h ave a n a c c i d en t t oo .

NATHAN COX: Absolutely.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: I don't have any more. Thank you.

SENATOR BOURNE: Further questions? Seeing none, thank you.

NATHAN COX: Tha n k yo u .

SENATOR BOURNE: Next testifier in support? Welcome.

JAMES HOWELL: Senator Bourne, committee members, my name is
James Howell, H-o-w-e-1-1. I'm a victim, my brother was
killed in a car accident that involved a suspended license.
And it's not just that individual. According to the DMV,
over 10 percent of all motor vehicle homicides committed in
the state o f Ne braska are co mmitted by th ose with a
suspended license. That leads me to believe that there's a
problem there, that those people are d riving when they
shouldn't be operating a motor vehicle. I don't see t hat,
you know, as far as the controversy of who should and who
shouldn't be charged with, I think i t sh ould be ...they
should have...the judge sho uld have and th e co unty
prosecuting attorney should have the ability to charge that
person with something other than a Class I misdemeanor.
There are several crimes on, you know, if yo u lose y our
license for 15 years, you get caught driving again, you' re
charged with a Class IV felony. Y o u know, whether you' re
d runk o r not , i f you l o se yo u r l i c en s e f o r 15 y ea r s yo u ' r e
considered a felon if you' re caught again. Now, you can be
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charged with a Class IV felony. Why should that be treated
any differently than somebody that knowingly gets behind the
wheel of a c ar and, you know, and kills somebody and, you
know, had that person not been driving they wouldn't have
been on the road to beg in wi th. And, you know, the
statistics prove, you know, there's 100 and...according to
what the DMV said, there's a h undred and some thousand
people driving in the state of Nebraska today without a
valid license. That's a scary thought, you know. I' ve sat
in court hearings and watched these judges, you k now, you
suspend a license. No big deal, you know, slap on the hand,
maybe $100 f i n e , ou t t he doo r you go . You kno w , m aybe i f
the judges would crack down on them as far as driving under
suspension you wouldn't have these people that have the
total and utter disregard for the law going on and operating
their motor vehicles in such a way. They' ve lost their
license f or wh atever reason. You know , t here's the
insurance issues. T here's the child support issues or
there's also the ones that have been drunk and lost their
licenses and under current state law, if you have a DWI o n
your license and that's why your license is suspended, you
go out and commit motor vehicle homicide again, you can b e
charged with a class felony. You know, there should be
some...it should be equal. Th e j udges should have some
unilateral basis here and, you know, if you have disregard
for the law that you should be accounted for it.

SENATOR BOURNE: Thank you. What was that number that y ou
gave, the number of accidents caused by...?

JAMES HOWELL: (Exhibits 2, 3) I have some paperwork for you
guys that has that on it but it's roughly 10 percent of all
motor vehicle homicides committed in the state of N ebraska
are committed by those with suspended licenses.

SENATOR BOURNE: Okay. Are there questions for Mr. Howell?
S enator P e d e r s e n .

SENATOR Dw . P E DERSEN: Thank yo u , Sena t or Bou r ne .
Mr. Howel l , and l o ok i n g a t t h e r ead i n g I ' l l se e i f i t ' s i n
t here. Of those 10 percent, is that broken down more i n
your stuff about w here t hey' re using chemicals when they
were d r i v i ng or ?

JAMES HOWELL: Unfortunately, not. The information came
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from Fred, I can't think o f t he last name, through the
h ighway d i v i s i o n .

S ENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: Zw o n e c hek .

JAMES HOWELL: Zwon echek. And he had ju st said that
i t . . . a n d I h i g hl i g h t e d i t fo r yo u , di d st a t e i n th e r e , and I
also included some information on o ther cases that have
involved people driving with suspended licenses.

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: Tha n k yo u .

SENATOR BOURNE: Thank you. Further questions? Seeing
none, thank you. Next testifier in support? And if there' s
other testifiers in support, please make your way forward
and s ig n i n . We l c o me.

JUDIE HOWELL: M y na me i s Ju d i e H o we l l , H- o - w - e - 1 - 1 . My son
was killed a year and a half ago by a person driving on a
suspended license. S h e didn't bother to get her license
back until the day before she went to court which was six
months later which shows even more total disregard for the
law. She could h ave gotten it back. Sh e chose not to.
T here are a million three drivers in Nebraska. Thos e ar e
the totals that we got as of 2003 because the DMV, that' s
their latest figures. There are 60,000 people driving on
suspended license for a variety of reasons. There was an
operation in O maha, Nebraska, where they were a t the
courthouse and these people would go to court and they'd get
their license suspended, come out, get in their car and
drive away. There were 50 in one day. These people that
don't have any regard for the law, something has to get
through to these people. I have lost my son, I have lost a
friend, and an a cquaintance has lost a son. These people
don't care. Apparently, they think they' re above the l aw
and something needs to be done to make them accountable for
t hei r b e h a v i o r . Th i s g i r l was co m i n g d own H i g hway 73 , 7 5 , I
believe it was. She was fiddling in a front seat for a cell
phone, ran a red l ight and p lowed into m y so n. She
shouldn't have b een dr iving to be gin with. She made a
conscious decision to get behind the wheel of a car . She
knew her l icense was suspended. When she was involved in
the accident last June, she or.ce again knew her license was
suspended. She thought she could beat the cops, get home.
She had another accident. Now her license is re voked for
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a nother y ea r . She ' l l do i t a ga i n . She ' l l do i t aga i n an d
something has t o be done to stop these people. Make them
responsible for t he choices that they make. T ha t's all I
have t o sa y .

SENATOR BOURNE: Thank yo u . Are ther e que stions for
Ms. Howell? Seeing n one, thank you, appreciate your
testimony. Next testifier in support?

KATHY HAGEN: Good afternoon. My name is Kathy Hagen,
H -a-g- e - n . I am the aunt of the deceased, Bobby Howell.
I ' m here basically to give you the family's or the impact
that it had on the family. I mean, I know you' re all aware
of the statistics because my n ephew and my sister have
t a l ked a b ou t i t . Hav i ng a l ov e d o n e ki l l ed by som e on e who
is breaking the law by driving under suspension angered me.
What was infuriating to me was to watch my sister, mother of
the deceased, cry, I mean, and not u nderstand, almost a
nervous breakdown because true justice cannot be served to
the woman that caused the accident. She is someone who had
no regard for the laws of Nebraska, the laws that you have
put into place. She's thumbed her nose up at the jud ge.
She's thumbed her nose up at you basically because you are
t he ones that put them in place. And she has not t o this
day shown any remorse and, yes, she is the one that...she is
the reason that we are here but it was actually because the
county attorney's hands and the judge's are basically tied
because it i s only c onsidered a misdemeanor if you drive
while, you know, on suspended license. There are so many of
t hem out there. They know what they' re doing. They kno w
that when they get behind the wheel of a car that they are
b reak ing t h e l a w. Mo t or v eh i c l e ho m i c i d e , i f you ' r e c au g h t
while driving under the influence can be a felony. Well,
when you get behind the wheel of a car and you don't have a
driver's license, you are breaking the law. This person
has, and I know that there's tons of them out t here, that
continually break this law. We' re after the motor vehicle
homicide part of it to be more severe. Excuse me, I'm not a
public speaker. Y o u know, my family, I me an, n o fa mily
needs to e ndure what we have endured. No county attorney
should have to endure the wrath of an angered family because
their hands are tied du e to the la w s written by our
Legislature. My nephew, my family, the county attorneys,
a nd other families yet to come that will b e in the sam e
situation that w e are deserve to have this bill proceed.
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People driving under suspension have the poor me's. We saw
a lot of t his during the trials and the second trial. The
devastated families need to have justice served. They need
to have the c ounty attorneys armed with the proper tools.
It is a privilege to drive in the state o f Ne braska, a
privilege that so many people have walked all over and the
statistics show, you know. They say, well, I need to get to
work. Well, you should have thought about that before you
did what you did t o get your license suspended. In this
case, even the judge said that this person was a terrible
driver yet he allowed her to have a work permit to drive and
that's when she was in another accident. You know, tougher
conseauences for their actions need to be in place. When
you take a life by getting behind the wheel of a car and
you' re full knowing that you are breaking the law, since to
drive a c a r it is a law that you have a valid driver' s
license and they didn' t, something needs to be d one . We
need to show them i n Nebraska it won't be tolerated. No
more softies, you know, driving without a license and they
commit a motor vehicle homicide which is what we' re talking
about , y o u w i l l b e c ha r g e d w i t h a f e l o n y . An d I k now t h at
if I, you know, if something like this happened to me and I
would probably cry the poor me's too. But if I knew I was
facing a p ossible felony versus a misdemeanor because I
think so many people when they know that they' re getting
charged with a misdemeanor they just take it lightly. But
it I know that 1 have the chance of being charged w ith a
felony and tougher penalties, whether they be charged or
not, but I mean, or given by the judge I would take a second
l ook a t t hi s . I mean , I wou l d . . .we j us t n eed t o h ave
stronger laws. And it was very devastating for us to know
that this woman was driving on a suspended license, knowing
that she was a terrible driver. And she continued to drive
was like a slap in our face. And we feel that if there are
tougher penalties out t here, i f they co mmit the motor
v ehic l e h o m i c i d e s t h a t t ha t co u l d po ss i bl y , and I ' m j us t
saying could possibly reduce some of these drivers that are
out there. And that's all I have to say.

SENATOR BOURNE: Th a n k you .

K ATHY HAGEN: Yo u ' r e w e lc o me .

SENATOP. BOURNE: Are there questions for Ms. Hagen?
none, thank you. Appreciate you co ming down.

Seeing
Other
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testifiers in support?

JEFF MATHERS: Good afternoon, Senator Bourne and members of
the committee. My name is Jeff Mathers, M-a-t-h-e-r-s,
deputy county attorney in the Lancaster County Attorney's
Office. And I'm here on be half of the Nebraska County
Attorneys Association in support o f LB 403 . W ith the
testimony you' ve heard, I have no additional testimony to
add. The association does support this bill and I would try
and answer any questions the committee may have.

SENATOR BOURNE: Thank yo u. Are the r e qu estions for
Mr. Mathers? Seeing none, thank you.

JEFF MATHERS: Tha n k you .

SENATOR BOURNE: Other testifiers in support? No other
testifiers in support. Th ose in opposition? Are you in
opposition, Mr. Hedrick? Okay.

RICHARD HEDRICK : I 'm Richard He drick, H -e-d-r-i-c-k.
S everal years ago, a friend argued that he would not get a
driver's license. His argument was similar to what would
happen t o a p er s o n who ha d a l i cen s e s u s p ended o r n e v e r had
a license on this b ill. All suspended licenses are not
equal. This bill lumps them all together. Al l people are
not treated the same. Laura, who is now Laura Bush, ran a
s top s i g n a n d k i l l e d a n i nd i v i du a l . No t h i ng wa s do ne t o
L aura . Tha n k yo u .

SENATOR BOURNE; Thank yo u. Are the r e qu estions for
Mr. Hedrick? Seeing none, thank you. Further testimony in
o pposi t i o n? Test i m on y n e u tr a l ?

JIM CUNN INGHAM: S enator Bourne and m embers of th e
c ommit t ee , g o o d a f t e r n o on . My n a me i s Ji m Cunn i n g ha m an d
that's spelled C-u-n-n-i-n-g-h-a-m. I'm the executive
director of t h e Ne braska Catholic Conference and I'm
appearing here today in a neutral position on this bill but
to request that the committee take account of the fact that
there is a parallel h omicide law. The H omicide of the
Unborn Child Act, the corresponding section to the se ction
that is a mended in this bill is Section 28-394, and to ask
the committee that if you se e fit to mak e th is ch ange
proposed by LB 403, that you make t h e same ch ange in
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Sect io n 2 8 - 3 9 4 i n o r d er t o ma i nt a i n t he un i f or m i t y an d t he
parallelism of the motor vehicle homicide law and the motor
v ehic l e h o mi c i d e o f t h e u n b o r n c hi l d l aw. And I ' v e t a l ked
with Senator Friend about this so he is aware of what we see
as a need to make the same change if the committee sees fit
and the Legislature sees fit to do that. Thank you.

SENATOR BOURNE: Questions for Mr. Cunningham? Seeing none,
t hank y o u .

JIM CUNNINGHAM: Thank you.

SENATOR BOURNE: Further neutral testimony? Senator Friend
t o c l o s e .

SENATOR FRIEND: Just briefly, thank you, Chairman Bourne.
Thank you, Judiciary Committee, for the conversation here
and listening to th e te stimony and understanding what I
believed I thought that I heard in the interim as a problem.
And as you can see now, based on some of the testimony, you
see why I believe there was a problem. Real quickly, part
of the reason, all 49 of us do things sometimes that tend to
be maybe a little too emotional. We bring bills that look,
boy, t h i s i s emo t i o n b a s ed . W h y a m I do i n g t h i s ? I s i t a
feel g ood t y p e o f t h i n g? Si x t e e n ye a rs ol d , f i f t ee n y ea r s
old, my dad g rabs me b y t he scruff of the neck, and he
says...takes the keys away from me. He says, I'm going to
teach you how to drive this because I want you to understand
two things. What you' re about to get into kills more people
every year than guns. I think we' re going to have...of
course, I don't know if he had his statistics right, okay?
But I gu ess we' ll find maybe out a little bit about that a
l i t t l e l a t er . Bu t , a nd t he n h e sa i d , i t k i l l s mor e p eop l e
every year than an atom bomb could ever kill. And, for some
reason, my dad said more important things in his life to me
but those stick. And as you live and go on and you run into
these emotional situations, you understand what they mean.
You see that he had a point. I don't want to punish people
that don't need to be punished but driving a motor vehicle
and something that I felt from the very beginning is just
about the most important and most dangerous type o f th ing
that you can do. And a lot of other people out there, in my
opinion, are more dangerous than others. So maybe it is a
l i t t l e o f emo t i o n b ut I do t h i nk t ha t we a l l do i t and I do
think that I 'd like to get the opportunity to work on some
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l anguage poss i b l y t h a t c ou l d f i t t he b i l l . I d i d t a l k t o
Mr. Cunningham, to o, by the way , and pr ovide some
uniformity. I'm open to that idea but that's also something
we' ll have to talk about. So I appreciate the time. Tha nk
you.

SENATOR BOURNE: Th ank you . Questions for Senator Friend?
Seeing none, thank you. That will conclude the hearing on
LB 403. We' re now g oing to LB 454. Can I have a show of
hands before Senator Combs introduces the bill, could I have
a show of hands of those here to testify in support of this
b i l l ? Keep you r hand s up , p l ea s e. I see abo ut
16 tes t i f i er s i n sup p o r t . Can I h av e a show o f hand s of
t hose i n op pos i t i on ? I see sev e n . Tho s e n e u t ra l ? I see
one. I n order to expedite the hearing given the large
number of t estifiers, what we' re going to do is have the
proponents of the bill make their way towards the front of
the room. So if you see some spaces in the front row, would
the proponents come up here and then we can just kind of, in
an orderly fashion, as people leave the on-deck area sign in
and make y our way forward. With that, we' ll have Senator
Combs open o n L B 4 5 4.

L B 454

SENATOR COMBS: (Exhibit 4) Good afternoon, Senator Bourne,
members of t h e Ju diciary Committee. I a m Senator Jeanne
Combs, J-e-a-n-n-e C -o -m-b-s, rep resenting the 32nd
Legxslatxve District, here to introduce LB 454. LB 454 will
prov>de for Nebraskans who q ualify for and receive the
necessary permit, the right to c arry concealed handguns.
With an amendment that I am offering with the bill today, it
wall require applicants to successfully complete a safety
course prescribed by the State Patrol to obtain the permit
appl i c a t i o n ma t er i al s and b e f i nge r p r i nt e d a n d s u b mi t t he
application to the patrol which is the issuing agency under
the amendment. That 's d ifferent than what's ever been
proposed before. Prior, it was the local sheriffs. They
are now left out of the loop except in a consultory capacity
with the S tate P atrol. Issuance of the permit would be
cont i n gen t n o t o n l y on co mp l e ti o n o f a sa f et y cou r se bu t
also successfully undergoing a rigorous background check.
In addition, LB 454 sets out c onditions which u nder t he
permit once i ssued can be revoked. Forty-six other states
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have some sort of legal provision for citizens to carry
concealed handguns with 38 other states having laws quite
similar to the one proposed in LB 454. There is every good
reason for Nebraskans to enjoy a right presently granted to
some six million of our fellow Americans and no good reason
for our state to continue to deny it. Allow me to list and
r espond to some of the common objections to this type o f
statute. Number one, firearm accidents will increase. This
most frequently cited objection simply is not true in any
sense. Accidental firearm accidents in the United States
have steadily decreased since the mid seventies, a period
during which over 20 states have instituted right to car ry
laws. Obv iously, if p roperly issued, concealed carry
permits caused an increase in accidents, this steady and
welcome decrease could never have occurred. Number two, law
enforcement personnel will be placed in danger. Again, this
allegation simply does not square with the facts. Of the
millions of individuals granted concealed carry permits over
the past three decades there has been n o in stance of a
permitholder assaulting a l a w en forcement officer with a
concealed weapon. Gl enn White, president of th e Da llas
Police Association, initially opposed concealed carry in the
state of Texas. He believed that such legislation presented
a clear and present danger to law a biding citizens by
placing more handguns on our streets. What d i d he learn
after the b ill passed in Texas? I' ll quote him directly.
Mr. White stated, "Our experience in H arris County and,
indeed, statewide has p roven my initial fears absolutely
groundless. All the horror stories I thought would come to
pass did not happen. I t hink it worked out well and that
says good things about the citizens who have permits. I'm a
convert." In dividuals carrying handguns pursuant to a
legally issued permit will assault other citizens with those
weapons in a fit of rage. On ce again, the facts of the
m atter simply do not bear this out. It does not happen in
states which issue the permits and no state which has passed
a concealed carry law has ever rescinded that statute. I' ve
just stated three things that w on't happen if LB 454 is
enacted. Now here are some things that will happen based on
evidence from other states with concealed carry statutes.
First of a ll, persons who c hoose to ca rry a concealed
handgun will be properly instructed not only in gun s afety
and ha ndling but also in the legal as pects and
responsibilities which accompany this practice. Anyone who
thanks that no Ne braskans are presently carrying guns is
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living in a dream world. We have only to read the newspaper
or watch the evening news to know that bad guys are carrying
guns. That 's the main reason behind LB 454. We also know
that any number of good and solid Nebraska citizens
occasionally arm themselves, relying on the goodwill of law
enforcement or a misunderstanding of ou r sta te's present
concealed weapon statute to keep them on the right side of
the law. Doesn't it make more sense for these individuals
to take the prescribed safety course, apply for and receive
the proper permit if they feel the need to carry a ha ndgun
for their own defense? Se condly, violent crime will not
increase, will most likely decrease. Studies done in states
presently having concealed carry laws h ave shown v iolent
crime to h ave decreased and no study in any state has ever
shown crime to increase. Believe me, if there were such a
study we' ve all been told about it and more than likely,
over and over. The fact is that an armed citizenry is a
great deterrent to criminals whose whole game is preying on
people who are vulnerable. As one prominent Nebraska law
enforcement officer has s tated, those people are cowards
with guns and the last thing they want is for their intended
victims possibly to be armed against them. There was a
saying in the days when Nebraska was being settled that God
created man; Colonel Colt made them equal. LB 450 (s ic)
does not as it's sometimes alleged, take us back to the days
of the wild west but it does provide a measure of equality
to folks who in their daily lives and legitimate businesses
find themselves threatened by t hose who w ould use an
advantage of strength, numbers, or a weapon to h arm t hem.
With LB 454, these innocent citizens at least have a chance
of surviving unharmed from an assault on t heir pe rson o r
family. The re i s n o genetic defect or other shortcoming
among Nebraskans which disqualifies them from having a self
defense option open to them that is now enjoyed by citizens
in 46 other states. We all know that Nebraskans are honest,
r esponsible, hard-working individuals, many if not most o f
whom have g rown up a round guns, are comfortable and
responsible with them. Th ere is absolutely no r eason to
expect that our experience with a concealed carry law would
be any different than that of our sister states. Thank you
and I'd ask for any questions.

SENATOR BOURNE: Thank you. Are there questions for Senator
Combs? Oh, Senator Chambers.
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SENATOR CHA MBERS:
( Laughte r ) .

SENATOR COMBS: (Laugh) Hold you back.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Senator Combs, how many cosponsors do you
h ave on t h i s b i l l ? I wa s j u st t r y i ng t o c ou n t t hem .

SENATOR COMBS: You know, I' ve not counted.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: About 24 or 25 , does that seem about
right because it occurred to me, I think it's somewhere in
t here .

SENATOR COMBS: I think Senator Connealy has added his name
since the green copy was put out.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Okay, but you don't have 33?

SENATOR COMBS: Not on the green copy.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Okay. I notice you have five members of
the committee including yourself who are on this bill so
they' ll probably vote to send it to the floor no matter what
t hey hea r o r w h a t o cc u r s .

S ENATOR COMBS: Oh , I hope not because I, y o u know, I 'm
always open to listen and that's one thing that really drew
me to this bill is listening to an d o b serving facts and
f i gu re s a n d . . .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Senator Combs, if these people sign this
b i l l , do y ou t h i nk i t ' s l i k e l y t he y ' r e g o i n g t o vo t e a ga i n s t
letting it out of the committee?

SENATOR COMBS: It's happened. People have withdrawn their
names from bills.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Now , you know, I' ve said that the King
Cobra wastes no venom on dead or fleeing things, right?

SENATOR COMBS: Y es, sir.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: If you did n't have a sin gle p erson
t es t i f y i ng f o r t h i s b i l l b u t you ' ve g ot f i v e com mi t t ee

(Laughter) Somebody hold me b ack
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members who signed on to it, I' ve been around long enough to
know that it's going to get out of the committee...

SENATOR COMBS: Probably a very good chance.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...so it's pointless really for anything
to happen other than let people come up here and repeat the
same th i n g . . .

SENATOR COMBS: I hope they' re not repetitive.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...tell us, yes, they' re going to. I' ve
been through this so many years.

SENATOR COMBS: Well, I hope they' re not repetitive.

S ENATOR CHAMBERS: But they will be. The studies, none o f
which they have read and none of which they participated in,
tell us how they' re scared to death. Some of them have been
here several years running and I'd ask the person, how many
times have you appeared cn this bill and the p erson will
tell me. I would say, now from what you said the last time,
I got the i mpression that if the bill didn't pass and you
couldn ' t pa c k a p i st o l you ' d b e ki l l ed . We l l , how many
times have you been killed since that bill passed and you
weren't allowed to pack a pistol? Then it would hit him and
he'd say, well, none. I'd say, right, so apparently you' re
carrying a gun and without the law or you' re not carrying a
gun and you d i d n ' t g et k i l l ed .

SENATOR COMBS: I guess it only matters if you' re one of the
murder statistics.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Now, if a lot of the people who s upport
this bill are from rural areas, as has been the case in the
past, I' ve heard so much conversation on the floor and other
places abou. how they get along with each other, they look
out for each other. So I'm wondering who they fear so much
that they have to carry these hidden pistols, if not their
n eighbors .

SENATOR COMBS: Well, maybe ask them, I suppose. I imagine
you' l l ha v e t h e . . .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: I' ve done it so many...
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SENATOR COMBS: ...the opportunity..

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Sen ator Combs, what did I say about the
King Cobra not wasting venom? S o I'm expending my v enom
here and I'm not going to waste it, you know, keeping us
h ere longer than we need to be with the l arge number o f
people who will testify, and since it's going out anyway.
But everybody should feel free to express their view a nd
those who are opposed to it certainly should express their
view. But the fact that I may not ask a lot of questions
should not be mistaken for my strong opposition to this bill
n or sh o u l d anyb od y t h i nk I ' m g o i ng t o do eve r y t h i n g I
possibly can to stop it. And since there are not 33 votes,
33 peopl e on i t I ' m go i n g t o do a l l I c an t o st op y o u f r om
getting 33. But if it were not for the fact that I don' t
have a he art, if i t were not for the fact that because I
don't have a heart I'm incapable of love, I would say that I
love this woman who is presenting this bill (Laughter) .

SENATOR COMBS: (Laugh) Boy, what a smooth talker (Laughter).
B ut I would want to include that the d owntrodden of ou r
state which include the women, the elderly, and the infirm
are also among the numbers who have written me and thanked
me for bringing this bill and want to learn to carry and be
responsible concealed weapon carrying people. S o they are
included in the number also.

S ENATOR BOURNE: Se n a t o r Pe d e r s e n .

SENATOR Dw. P EDERSEN: Th ank yo u , Se n a t o r B o u r n e. Sena t or
Combs, I would take it that you are a gun advocate?

SENATOR COMBS: Ye s .

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: What makes you a gun advocate?

SENATOR COMBS: Well, I have been the victim of crime twice.
It wasn't here in Nebraska. It was in another state. I did
take time off work to go and testify against...the second
time against the person, they caught him the second time.
And rather disappointed when I left the courtroom to be told
by the bailiff after he got three years, he s aid, ma' am,
you' ll be lucky if he's in there three months or three weeks
because there's no room in there for people that's committed
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the kind of c rime he has. He' ll be out. There's no room
for him in there. So since this was gang members, you know,
and they were going to come out and walk my neighborhood
again, I kind of at that point in time thought, well, you
know, what do I have to defend myself except a Wal-Mart bag
full of spray cans to go and cover up graffiti. I mean,
that was what I did on my bicycle all the time which is why
I was targeted, I'm sure, for some of the things that were
perpetrated against me . So be ing a victim, yes. Be ing
raised around, you know, weapons and so forth and then just
the fact, you k now, we could...what are statistics? Some
people, we use statistics like a drunk uses a lamppost for
support rather than enlightenment, you know? So we got
statistics all day on both sides, let's face it. And this
argument is not to me about the statistics. It's about the
policy issue, the issue of what's right, the issue of what
we need to e nable, for people to be able to do that' s
already guaranteed. We need to codify it in state law.

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: Th a n k y o u .

SENATOR BOURNE: Further questions? Senator Combs, what I'm
about t o t e l l yo u y o u m i gh t n o t be l i e v e b u t I swe a r t o y ou
i t ' s t rue . I h av e a con st i t ue n t w h o i s l ega l l y b l i nd .
Every time this bill has come out of this committee or been
presented here he's always asking me t o am end out the
language t ha t w o u l d p r o h i b i t a bl i nd pe r s on fr on . qua l i f y i ng .
A nd. . .

SENATOR COMBS: I i mag i n e t h a t w o u l d pr o b a b l y b e up t o t he
State Patrol...

SENATOR BOURNE: ...well, it's in the bill on page five. It
says that you have to h ave the s ame type of powers of
eyesight as required under a certain section for...a certain
class of operator's license.

SENATOR COMBS: The DMV, right.

SENATOR BOURNE: Would you be opposed...and I...every year
he asks me this. Would you be opposed if it was amended to
take that language out?

SENATOR COMBS: Personally, no, but I think since the State
Patrol is the one that's going to be designing the program
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and approving the people by return demonstration of accuracy
with a w eapon before they issue a permit, I would say it
would matter not what my personal proclivity would be. I t
would probably be up to them in the rules and regs.

SENATOR BOURNE: Well, if we put language in here that
expressly prohibited the patrol from denying that individual
o r a b l i n d i nd i v i d u a l l i c en s e t h e y c o u l d n ' t p ut t h at i n r u l e
a nd reg , c o u l d t he y ?

SENATOR COMBS: Pr obably not but I don't know i f you' re
throwing me a red herring. That's way down the line.

SENATOR BOURNE: No, this is.

SENATOR COMBS: You' re really serious.

SENATOR BOURNE: ...absolutely true. Every year.

SENATOR COMBS: We l l , I t hi n k t h at ' s f a r do w n t he l i ne . The
thing is, we could always consider that later. Right now I
think the important thing is getting 36 votes and getting it
o ut on , y o u k n ow, g e t t i ng i t ou t on t he f l oo r a nd ge t t i ng
36 votes. And the n having eight hours of enlightened
training...oh, 30. Well, I said 33 in c ase p eople don' t
show up, you know, you got to...can't put all your eggs in
one basket. We will have eight hours, maybe three in on e
depending on w hatever is full and fair of enlightenment on
proper use of a gun and how t o take on e ap art, put it
together, all the different types. An d then on the other
s ideg t o o, so .

SENATOR BOURNE: Further questions? Seeing none, thank you.

SENATOR COMBS: Th a n k yo u .

S ENATOR BOURNE: Okay , a nd before w e get started o n
proponents, most of you have made your way to the front row.
Everyone has to sign in even if you' ve testified on another
bill and we are going to try to limit the testimony to three
minutes so first proponent, come forward. I meant testimony
t hree m inute s each (La ugh t er ) . (See also
Exhib i t s 5 , 6 , 7 , 8 , 9 , 1 0 , 1 1) .

CHARLES WHI TLOCK: (Exhibit 12) I have some things to hand
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out. Most of them are just copies of...I'm sorry, my name
is Char l e s W hi t l oc k , W- h - i - t - I - o - c - k . I ' m he r e r epr es e n t i n g
myself as a citizen of the state of Texas...of Nebraska. As
a citizen, I'm also by profession a law enforcement officer
and have been for the past eight years beginning in another
state. That state did have such legislation on the books
and I come with that background, I guess, in my perspective.
On those before you, most of the back pages just are copies
of our state constitution and the concealed carry law and
use of force statutes that are on the books now in Nebraska.
The first map is a graphic illustration of Senator Combs
who, m a y I say , i s a ver y t o ug h a c t t o f o l l ow (l a ug h ) a n d
steals a little bit of thunder but maybe that will help us
get through this fairly quickly. But that's just a graphic
illustration since, I believe the top map shows in 1986 what
the status was with these concealed carry l aws and the
bottom map, 2004. Those were chosen because Florida in 1987
was one of the first s tates that e nacted and started
changing these laws. Nebraska is now one o f only four
states in the un ion that does not have s ome type of
legislation on the books like that. Some people will say
that on our concealed carry bill it says it's an affirmative
defense if you have a good reason. That is arbitrary and as
an example I' ll show you that in one jurisdiction under that
law, say someone is arrested for this. In one jurisdiction
the prosecutor and the judge of th e court o f ve nue m ay
believe that the person had a good reason, that their reason
is good. In an other jurisdiction, the court officers may
not. And so under the exact same state law, one person can
walk away scot-free with the u nblemished record. And
another person can go to jail for a year based solely upon
the personal opinions of the court. And laws shouldn't be
arbitrary. It should be attributed to e veryone. Well,
a lot of my thunder Senator Combs stole so (laugh), kind of
s crambl ing h e r e .

SENATOR BOURNE: S he do e s .

CHARLES WHITLOCK: As a peace officer, I fully support this
bill. I agree with everything that she had said. I'm not
g oing to throw numbers at you. But ...and two years ago I
was here testifying before a similar bill. That's really
all I have to add but I'd be happy to answer any q uestions
of any of the committee members.
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SENATOR BOURNE: Any questions for Mr. Whitlock? Seeing
n one, t h a n k y o u .

CHARLES WHITLOCK: Th a n k you .

SENATOR BOURNE: Next testifier in support? Welcome.

STEVE DORAN: Mr . Chairman, members of the committee, my
name is Steve Doran. Spell the last name D-o-r-a-n. I'm
currently the s heriff of Mcpherson County, Nebraska, and I
came here today to support the bill. I realize, as Senator
Chambers had said, that I am fr om a rural community.
However, prior to coming to the state of Nebraska I wo rked
in law enforcement and lived in larger jurisdictions in
other states that did not have the right-to-carry laws when
I started in law enforcement and then ended up adopting them
after en tering law enforcement and in e ach case the
right-to-carry laws were an overwhelming success. A s the
gentleman stated prior to me, there are no law enforcement
officers that I know of personally that fear a citizen who' s
gone through the process and has obtained a permit through
legal means. I ' ll just keep it short since most of the
s tatistics and that type o f th ing have a lready bee n
mentioned. That's it.

SENATOR BOURNE: Thank yo u. Quest ions for Mr. Doran?
Mr. Doran, you' re the sheriff?

STEVE DORAN: Ye s .

SENATOR BOURNE: You know, every year t hat we ha v e the
testimony on this bill, i t se ems l ike the S heriffs
Association, the Fraternal Order of Police, and I don't know
if they' re here this year but every year it seems like all
the police officers' organizations come in and testify in
opposition to this bill. And that' s...I think that's fair
to say that happens every year. Every year I' ve heard this,
it's been that way. So, and yet you' re a police officer so
who's the committ.ee...who is this committee supposed to
listen to? You know, all the police officer organizations
they come in and we' ll see if they come today. I rep resent
3,600 police officers throughout the s tate and this is
absolutely the worst thing I ever heard. It will make our
j obs more d a nger ous s o. . .
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STEVE DORAN: Right. Well, I mean, not to be...to be mean
or cruel but I mean, the o nly t hing I can say is that
they' re acting out of ignorance because like I sa id, I' ve
worked in very large jurisdictions where the right-to-carry
laws were passed after becoming a policeman and we n ever
encountered any problems whatsoever. I'm not familiar with
t he Nebraska police associations and I cannot give you a n
answer as to why they' re against it because, like I said,
when you look at the statistics, when you' ve worked in those
areas, when you' ve been involved in t hose s ituations, we
n ever ha d any pr o b l e ms whatsoever , n o ne , z e r o. So h ow c a n
you be against something where you don't experience any
problems w hatsoever?

SENATOR BOURNE: Thank you. Further questions? Seeing
none, thank you. Next testifier in support.

CLARK GIBBS: Hello, my name is Clark Gibbs. The last name
is G-i-b-b-s and after hearing Senator Combs she hit pretty
much all the big points. But I took half a day off of work
today so I'm going to ge t on record ( Laughter). A nd ,
actually, your question, Senator Bourne, I think I'd like to
address that. It seems to me that if you want to know who
to listen to, you should probably talk to the officers and
the sheriffs who are a ctually dealing with people on a day
to day basis ~s opposed to, you know, the representative
organizations who are largely, you know, the political side,
who are largely behind a desk most of the t ime a nd ' on ' t
actually deal with people on a day to day basis. You know,
and, you know, I mean, that's my opinion, you know, based on
my experience. I f I w ant to find out, you know, why
somebody is o pposed to something or if I want to find out
what works, I go talk to the people who deal with it o n a
day to day basis. You know, that's pretty much common sense
to m e a n d I do n ' t kn o w , (l a u gh ) I g ue s s I re al l y d on ' t hav e
anything else. But in closing, Senator Chambers brought up
an interesting point and I'm just kind of curious, how many
t imes would I hav e t o be k i l l ed be f or e som e body wo u l d
consider giving me a concealed carry permit? And that's all
I ' ve g o t . Th r ee ?

SENATOR BOURNE: T ha n k y ou .

CLARK GIBBS: Than k you (laughter). I' ll check into that
and get back to you, sir. Any questions?
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SENATOR BOURNE: Thank you. Are there questions? Senator
Combs.

SENATOR COMBS: Just to clarify a point that was brought up.
My understanding is the Sheriffs Association this year has
withdrawn their opposition to t his b ill w ith the broad
database inclusion of the State Patrol with being totally
responsible. That's my understanding. I don't know if they
just, you know, if they' ve decided to come today or not but
that was my understanding after we g ot th at . I think
Senator Flood was in the same meeting where I was so. Thank
you.

SENATOR BOURNE: Thank you. Further questions or comments?
S eeing none , t ha n k y o u .

CLARK GIBBS: Okay, thank you.

SENATOR BOURNE: Next testifier in support.

DAN SINDORF: (Exhibit 13) Good afternoon, everybody. And
S enator Comb s d i d a won d e r f u l j o b a nd st o l e al l my t hun d e r
too. I spent a couple of days getting this package ready
but it's pretty much...

S ENATOR BOURNE: A l l r i gh t , she ' s go i n g t o ha v e t he b i gg e s t
head that there ever is so .. .(laughter) no furt her
testifiers can compliment Senator Combs.

DAN SINDORF: But in your leisure, if you'd like to look at
that, I' ve also... I made a li ttle memorandum on there
regarding something I feel about the training requirements.

SENATOR BOURNE: Could you state your name for us?

DAN SINDORF: Oh, I ' m sorry, Dan Sindorf, S-i-n-d-o-r-f.
And I' ll just mention a couple of things. Senator Chambers
asked who we' re afraid of, why do we want to carry a weapon?
A c o u p l e of spe ci f i c i ns t an c e s i n my ca se ba c k i n t he
nineties, there was a young man got i n a fir efight with
police. He crossed the river over into Iowa, came back in
Plattsmouth. Well, they found this guy r ight behind my
house and, you know, if he'd have decided to accost my wife,
say she was c oming home from work where she wouldn't have
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been allowed to been armed being on a p ublic street, you
know, that would have been bad, obviously. Obviously. Last
year there was a jail break in Syracuse and the two escapees
chained the guards to a tree. Well, you could see that tree
from my house, Senator, and if those guys would have made a
left turn instead of a right turn they'd have been at my
house. And, once again, you know, had they caught my wife
coming home from someplace where she w as not al lowed to
carry a weapon, that could have been a whole different
si t u a t i o n . And i t co ul d ha v e t u r n e d o u t r ea l ug l y . I mea n ,
this stuff happens all the time. Meth heads, I live in a
rural area, by the w ay, which is one of the reasons I'm
concerned about it and granted, when I'm on my own property
I can carry a fi rearm and actually, typically do just
because of the rural nature of w here I live and t hey
frequently find meth labs and make busts out in this area.
A nd, but when I'm on a public street I'm at the mercy o f
these guys. And I ' d like to read you a quote from a law
e nforcement officer in Cass County. It says , "Meth
suppresses the appetite and makes a pe rson more alert,
paranoid, and aggressive creating killing machines." And
40 percent of the meth labs in Nebraska are in Cass County
but we' re defenseless against these people. You know, they
don't care. I don't want my wife or myself to end up being
a statistic because I wasn't able to defend myself and we' re
out for a walk in the evening and on public streets because
we walk the county roads and technically, it would be
illegal to carry a concealed weapon out there. And it's not
always practical to carry a weapon openly. You know, in the
wintertime when you' re wearing jackets or whatever the
s i t u a t i o n mi g h t be , i t ' s , y ou kno w, i t ' s no t p r ac t i c al .
And, again, the affirmative defense clause in N ebraska
Statutes I feel is in adequate. It leaves you up to the
mercy of somebody's subjective interpretation of whether you
thought or had a need to be armed at the time and I don ' t
think that's a very good law either or provision in the law
that some people are relying upon to say that w e al ready
have some form of concealed carry because of the affirmative
action defense. An d that's not the case. And, again, I'm
not going to beat a dead horse with all the other arguments
so I' ll just close and say that I certainly encourage this
t o ge t o u t o f co m mi t t e e a n d , h o p e f u l l y , i t wi l l g e t vo t ed
for on the floor o f t h e Un icameral this year with that
3 3 votes we ' r e g o i n g t o ne e d .
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Questions for Mr. Sindorf?SENATOR BOURNE: Th ank you .
S enator C hambers .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: It ' ll get out of committee, I guarantee
you. I do my battles where it will be of some v alue and
that's not within the committee so if we have what they call
an exec session, this would fly out of here today.

DAN SINDORF: Su r e .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: S o i t wi l l b e o n t h e f l oo r an d t hen . .

DAN SINDORF: Are you going to vote for it?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Hu h ?

DAN SINDORF: Ar e yo u go i ng t o vo t e f o r i t , Sen at o r ?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: (Laugh) We ask th e questions but I' ll
answer that one. I don't think so (Laughter).

SENATOR COMBS: I don't think so.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: But here's something that ma kes
testimony different from what I might hear today.
ment 'o n t he actual situation where this individual had
up these two guards or whatever were they?

DAN SINDORF: Ri g h t .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Were they carrying guns?

DAN SINDORF: I'm not aware of what occurred down at the
Syracuse prison. All I know is that these two...if memory
serves me they were be cause these are the guys that they
c aught i n O maha , I be l i eve .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Now were they trained to handle f irearms
do you b e l i e v e i f t hey we r e . . . ?

DAN SINDORF: I don 't know. The y didn't work for me. I
don't know. All I know is that two cr iminals tied t hese
guys up cl ose to my house and they could have just easily
overpowered my wife and kidnapped her and left her in a
ditch because she's not allowed to defend herself.

your
You

t i e d
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SENATOR CHAMBERS: Let's presume that they got some kind of
firearms training.

DAN SINDORF: Who, the guards or the prisoners?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: The guards. Now if pe ople t rained to
handle firearms and i t's pa rt of their work and they are
disarmed. And there have been many instances around the
country where officers, in fact, most of those who are shot
are shot with their own weapons. Your belief is that if you
let ordinary citizens get whatever kind of training they' re
going to ge t that a llows them to carry this gun would be
more proficient with the gun than trained law e nforcement
o f f i ce r s?

DAN SINDORF: I don't know that that's correct but that.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Whic h you don't know is correct? That
more law enforcement officers are killed by their own guns
than otherwise? That can be obtained and in fact the police
might even give you that.

DAN SINDORF: Well, the whole point is that right now we' re
not allowed to defend ourselves.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Are you aware that when people have guns
in their homes, more often than not that gun is taken from
them by the intruder?

DAN SINDORF: I don't believe that's true. Do you have.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Okay, well, okay, if you' re not going to
believe then there's no point in mentioning because I don' t
bel i ev e a n y t h i n g y o u s a i d i s t r ue e i t he r .

DAN SINDORF: Well, everything that I' ve said in.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: We ll, we don't have to argue. Neither o:
us believes the other so that' s...

DAN SINDORF: I would like to point out though that in, you
know, Tyler, Texas, did yo u hear ab out the courthouse
s hoot i n g d o w n t h er e ?
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SENATOR CHAMBERS: I' ve got the article where the ma n ran
out w i t h h i s p i s t o l and g ot k i l l ed .

DAN SINDORF: Correct. But he also saved other lives. He' s
been credited with law enforcement officials down there with
saving other lives. Even though, unfortunately, he himself
got killed, he was the last line of de fense between the
c razy guy w i t h a gu n a n d a l o t o f i nn oc en t p e o p l e .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: And I believe that was just propaganda
because in Texas they want people to carry guns. He wound
up k i l l ed . . .

DAN SINDORF: Yes , he di d .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...and the other one didn' t, not by the
one who ran down there and from his upstairs office.

DAN SINDORF: Well, subsequent to the initial articles there
have been published reports on there where law enforcement
has credited this guy with stopping the shootings.

SENATOR BOURNE: Further questions? Seeing none, thank you.

DAN SINDORF: Thanks. Thanks for your time.

SENATOR BOURNE: Next testifier in support. We have some
spots open in the front row here so if you' re planning on
testifying in support, make your way to the on-deck area and
sign in, please. Welcome.

CHRIS McCLINTOCK: Thank you. My name is Chris McClintock,
M-c-C-I-i-n-t-o-c-k. The Nebraska state Constitution states
that all persons are by nature free and independent and have
certain inherent and inalienable rights. Am ong t hese are
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness and the right to
keep and bear arms for security or defense of self, family,
home, and others. S uc h rights s hall n ot be den ied o r
infringed by the state. The Nebraska state Constitution
says that I as an individual have the right and that bestows
upon me the obligation then to defend myself and my family.
It does not say that the state of Nebraska or the police as
an extension of the state have an obligation to my defense.
The Constitution states the state has one very specific
obligation and that is to allow its citizens the co mplete
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ability to s elf defense. As it stands now, the state of
Nebraska infringes on our rights by making it illogical and
illegal to defend oneself in a practical manner. The law
states that one must carry a firearm openly. Ca rrying
openly brings one's concerns for defense into the public for
a ll to see. An individual that feels the need to ca rry a
firearm does not want to explain to every curious individual
why he has this need. A woman that needs protection from a
violent ex-husband or partner does not want to tell her
story to every busybody in town. Quite often she will
choose to be defenseless rather than break the law a nd
illegally carry concealed. Te lling this woman to strap a
gun to her belt is not the answer. The result is that some
choose to d isobey the law w h ile others choose to be
defenseless. Neither option is good. The consequences of
both can be tragic. The ability to be discreet eliminates
the fear of public prying into one's personal concerns.
Lawful, concealed carry provides the ability for defense in
a discreet manner. I urge the state of Nebraska to be tr ue
to its Constitution and pass the concealed carry bill.
Passing LB 454 will provide Nebraskans the a bility to
discreetly defend themselves as the Nebraska s tate
C onst i t u t i on i n t end e d .

SENATOR BOURNE: Th a n k y ou . Questions for Mr. McClintock?
Seeing none, thank you. Next testifier in support.

JIM FOUGERON: (E xhibit 14) Thank you, Senator Bourne. My
name is Jim Fougeron. I 'm he re b asically representing
myself and I'm also here representing Nebraska Taxpayers for
Freedom and Protect Nebraska Now PAC which is citizens PAC
tackling some illegal alien issues.

SENATOR BOURNE: Could you spell your last name for us, sir'?

JIM FOUGERON: F-o-u-g-e-r-o-n.

SENATOR BOURNE: Th a n k yo u .

J IM FOUGERON: I wou l d l i ke t o , yo u know , f i r s t o f f , I
believe it was Chris that was just preceding me talk about
the Section 1 of the N ebraska Constitution. You know ,
hignlighting a few things from that. You know, the right to
keep and bear arms, you know, for security of defense self,
family, home, and others. I mean , there's some p retty
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specific t.hings laid out within that statement of rights.
T here's also some a nnotations that g o along with th e
Const i t ut i on a n d l ook i n g i t up , on e o f t he m b e i n g t h e r i g ht
to bear, keep and bear arms. One of the clauses I do see in
here is that the constitutional right to keep and bear arms
is subject to reasonable regulation by statute which is why
we' re here today. If it is subject to reasonable statute if
t he st atute does not f rustrate the g uarantee of th e
constitutional provision. I looked up the term frustrate.
I see a lot o f fr ustration going on, a lot of impeding
people to freely carry a firearm going on in the state. I
feel kind of ashamed being a Husker in this state that has
that clause in the Constitution of our state and having the
Legislature basically tell me as a law abiding citizen that
I 'm not good enough to protect myself in th e ma nner o f
carrying a concealed firearm. You know, I'm here today to,
you know, not present a bunch of facts. You know, the same
old thing you' ve probably heard however many years this has
been int.roduced. I'm more here to plead and to plead with
the senators and t o b e g that t his b e br ought up as a
priority issue. I 'm grateful to S enator Combs. I 'm
grateful to the oth er se nators, you know, Senator Flood,
Friend, Pedersen, that did cosign onto this particular bill
and that Senator Combs has made this a priority. I would
really plead with the committee itself, again, like, you
know, Senator Chambers has mentioned, this will be pushed to
the floor obviously. You know, when you' ve got five members
on, you know, five members out of an eight-member committee,
it's a done deal. I would like to see, you know, additional
members look, you know, deeply into things like, you know,
t he oath that you took in office. You know, that I wil l,
you know, I'm not going to read the whole thing. It's way
too long, you want three minutes. I mean, there's not a lot
that could be done in three minutes. Basically, you h ave
sworn, you know, t o , yo u know, t he r eb y , y ou kn ow,
disqualify, trust, you know, you' re sworn to uphold the
Constitution of N ebraska, sworn to uphold the Constitution
of the United States. We have a Constitution that gives the
people the right to bear arms. Yes, we have an open carry
in Nebraska. Th at is correct. I realize that. Again, as
has been mentioned, there are many times when open carry is
n ot an i d ea l s i t ua t i on . L i ke I say , I ' m al l f o r t he b i l l .
There's a few things that I think on the pa rticular bill.
There's some i ssues that I have problems with. For one
thing, there is not a reciprocal agreement between states.
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That ' s a b i g pr ob l e m . Yes , s i r .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Fougeron, if you won't even obey the
l i g h t , w h y s h o u l d I t h i n k y ou ' d o b e y t h e l aw i f you we r e
allowed to carry a concealed weapon?

JIM FOUGERON: Touche.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: And red light means stop but here's what
I wanted t o ask you .

JIM FOUGERON: Okay.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Have you ever gone hunting before?

JIM FOUGERON: Absolutely.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Have you ever shot a critter of whatever
variety and known that you' ve killed it?

JIM FOUGERON: Yes, absolutely.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: How many times after you killed it did
y ou shoot it? After it was dead, how many tj.mes after i t
was dead did you shoot it?

JIM FOUGERON: Never.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Did you come before this committee to try
to persuade the committee to advance the bill to the floor?

JIM FOUGERON: No, I knew the bill was going to be advancing
to the floor, sir.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: So are you sh ooting a dead carcass?
(Laughter) The only thing you can achieve, the maximum you
can achieve by coming before a committee is to try to get it
out .

JIM FOUGERON: Your point is well taken. Yes.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: And yet everybody who comes here acts as
though they' re persuading somebody. The ones who signed who
are members o f t he co mmittee, Senator Combs, Sen ator
Aguilar, Senator F lood, Senator Friend, Senator Dwite
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Pedersen . Tha t ' s f i v e .

JIM FOUGERON: I realize that, sir.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Now some of those who are on the bill are
not here listening. I'm opposed to the bill. I don't want
you to have empty chairs to talk to but I ought t o just
leave because I' ve heard everything, I don't know how many
times. And everybody who comes says the same thing. We
know what's in the Constitution but even if we didn' t, if
you got five votes. Yo u think you' re going to c hange my
mind . Tha t ' s r he t o r i ca l . You ' ze n ot go i ng t o cha ng e my
mind. You don't need my vote here. But I'm going to tough
it out as long as I can. I just thought I'd throw that out
because others will follow you and even if t hey r epeat I
hope they' ll at least abide by the light and not carry us
beyond three minutes on each person. I'm not trying to be
rude or a nything else but the Chairman laid out the rules
and I'm trying to stay here to listen to people with whom I
disagree, knowing I'm on the losing end of the vote already.
But you all are going to make it increasingly difficult for
me to stay or maybe you all don't care ( laugh) whether I
stay or n ot bu t anyway I just wanted to try to throw that
out there for what it's worth.

JIM FOUGERON: Your point is taken.

SENATOR BOURNE: Further questions? Seeing none, thank you.
Next testifier in support.

ALAN DORLAND: ( Exh i b i t 15 ) G o o d af t e r n o o n , Sena t o r s . My
name is Alan Dorland, D-o-r-I-a-n-d. And it's my privilege
to speak to you today in support of LB 454. Sena tors, I
believe that i ndividuals are ultimately responsible for
their own personal safety. The U.S. Bureau of Justice tells
us that 77 percent of all violent crimes, murders, forcible
rapes, aggravated assaults occur in public places. M any
celebrities, elected officials and private cit izens
recognize a need for safety and employ armed bodyguards to
protect them in public. W hy then s hould lawful trained
individuals not be granted the ability to protect themselves
in public by carrying a concealed weapon? Senators, none of
us know when or where we' ll be confronted by violent crime.
Advocates of t his legislation are not peop l e who
in t e n t i o n a l l y p l ace t he m s e l v e s i n s i t u at i o ns wher e t hey
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should fear for their safety. We' re simply people who ar e
not willing to accept the fact that some night we may be
confronted by an aggressor, forced back into a Taco B ell
restaurant and s hot to death. This legislation will allow
us to live our lives within the bounds of the law an d to
protect our lives when life threatening violence comes to
us. The effects of concealed carry legislation have been
carefully monitored for the past 15 years by state and local
governments, the U.S. Bureau of Justice, the FBI. The facts
as reported by those unbiased agencies clearly show that
t hi s l eg i sl a t i on wo r ks f o r al l o f us t o p r eve nt
victimization, loss of life, and reduce the rate of violent
crime. The facts are what they are and they do not support
the claims of opponents who spread emotionally-based fears
that passage of this legislation will open a Pandora's box
of social problems. Senators, in the past 15 years if any
state or g overnment agency had r eversed its ori ginal
decision to pass this legislation, the opponents of this
bill would be inundating us with factual headlines in our
news. It has n't happened. Nebraska is only one of four
states which deny its citizens this right to pr otect
themselves. Senators, are Nebraskans any less responsible
than citizens of 46 other states? Are we any less worthy of
your legislative trust and support? In debating this
legislation on the floor, I urge you to base your decisions
not on u nsupported fears but on factual exp erience.
Senators, please don't let this opportunity to reduce our
crime rate and enable our citizens to protect themselves
from becoming defenseless victims of crime slip by. Thank
you.

SENATOR BOURNE: Than k you . Questions for Mr. Dorland?
Seeing none, thank you. Next testifier in support.

J IM B URNETT: (Ex h i b i t 16 ) Go o d af t er n o on , S e n a t o r B o u r n e ,
members of the Judiciary Committee, my name is Jim Burnett,
B-u- r - n - e- t - t . I'm a computer programmer from Omaha,
Nebraska, district 4. I'm married, I'm the father of a
one-and-a-half boy. I 'm just a normal guy. I'm not a gun
nut. Like most Nebraskans, I do have a general knowledge of
firearms and I have been hunting a few times. And on those
occasions I' ve actually had to borrow a weapon. I'm here
today because like most people I really hadn't given the
issue of carrying a concealed handgun too much thought. But
becoming a parer t instills a new sense of responsibility and
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awareness of dangers in the world. I started putting child
safety locks on m y cabinets and gates at the top of my
stairs basically because we all know bad things can happen
to good people. A nd bad things happened to me. I 'was the
victim of an assault with a deadly weapon. Th ere were two
attackers. I was walking to my car in a parking lot and I
just wanted to get into my car and drive h ome. But I
didn' t. Ins tead I woke up in the hospital. Now, at that
time I had some martial arts experience and my training had
taught me to always be aware of my surroundings. And I was
a ware; I knew that they were about 30 feet behind me. They
looked right a t me and ran towards me and I was taught to
avoid a confrontation at all costs so I broke into a sprint.
But I was not fast enough. So I tried to defend myself but
I could not. I just did not have the tools to overcome the
odds. Three months ago I purchased a handgun. I t ook t he
handgun safety class offered by the city of Omaha where I
learned that carrying a concealed handgun was illegal in my
city and illegal in my state. I found that most other
states have a concealed handgun permit system and t hat
Nebraska had been trying to get such a system in place for
the past eight years. I was encouraged by this information
and I decided to start a web site dedicated to informing the
public about concealed handgun laws and ongoing legislation
in Nebraska. Within about two months we had 34 registered
users and 200 daily visits from people on the Internet.
This example from my personal life is not unique. It could
happen to anyone. It could happen to you, maybe it has
happened to you. Maybe it's happened to somebody you know.
For that reason, upstanding Nebraskans deserve the right to
carry a concealed handgun for the lawful purposes of self
defense. Concealed handgun permit systems are the best
method to support this right. Aside from N ebraska, only
three other states deny this right to their residents. More
numbers . An ov e r whel ming maj o r i t y o f t he na t i on a n d o f t h i s
very Unicameral supports the r ight to ca rry concealed
handguns. I thank the committee for their hard work on this
bill. Thank you for your time. There's one more statistic
that I'm sure yo u haven't seen p reviously. It was
yesterday's KLIN poll. It's the radio station that Senator
Combs spoke on. Ninety-four percent of the people responded
to this question, are you in favor of legislation allowing
people to carry a concealed weapon? Ninet y-four percent
said yes. That's all I have.
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SENATOR BOURNE: Than k you. Are there q uestions for
Mr. Burnett? Seeing n one, thank you. We appreciate your
testimony. Next testifier in support.

CHRIS ZEEB: (Exhibit 17) Good afternoon, Senators. Thank
you. My nam e is Chris Zeeb, Z-e-e-b. I live in Syracuse
and I'm a lifelong resident of Nebraska, here representing
my own opinion as well as that of the Lincoln Izaak Walton
League. I' ve printed out what I wanted to go over today and
I' ll go ahead and leave those for you and I'm just going to
throw out everything else I was going to say because it' s
already been sa'd here. Other than I would like to po int
out just one m ore time, 46 other states in the U.S. allow
their citizens the privilege and I consider it a pr ivilege
to carry concealed. Forty-six other states, not one of them
is scrambling to repeal their concealed carry law, not one
of them. The media does a great job shifting gears here of
labeling people who choose to carry concealed as paranoid.
And I guess a couple of things came to m ind when I was
thinking about this. Does that mean that everyone who has a
fire extinguisher in t heir home o r th eir car or their
business, are they paranoid of fire? Everyone who straps on
a seatbelt when they get in the car, does t hat make them
paranoid of g etting in an accident? No, it doesn' t. It' s
about being prepared. People don't wish for a fire. They
don't hope to be in a car accident and they don't wish to
g et into a confrontation and have to use deadly force. Th e
time is long overdue for the citizens of Nebraska to have
the privilege of carrying concealed and I'd like to th ank
you for your time today and thank you for making that happen
t hi s y e a r .

SENATOR BOURNE: Thank yo u. Are the r e qu estions for
Mr. Zeeb? See ing none, thank you. Next tes tifier in
s uppor t .

REBECCA PUGH: Hi, my name is Rebecca Pugh, P-u-g-h. I'm
not from a rural area and I didn't grow up with g uns . I
didn't own a firearm until five-and-a-half years ago when I
was strangled and raped. And I would like to be ab le to
protect myself because I know in that situation that I would
have fought harder if I would have known that I would have
been able to win. And I didn't and I reg ret it. And
slightly after that, about two weeks after that happened my
f riend was kidnapped, driven out of town a n d st abbed t o
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death. And I think that she'd be alive if she had a firearm
because you don't bring a knife to a gunfight. And I'm a
law student and I'm not comfortable breaking the l aw. I
know there's an a ffirmative defense if you really need it
but it's not really set out. Whether or not I'd be covered
under that and if I got arrested it would affect me taking
the bar so for personal reasons I hope, Mr. Chambers, that
y ou change you r m i n d . Th an k s . Questions?

SENATOR BOURNE: Are there questions for Ms. Pugh? Seeing
none, thank you. Appreciate your testimony. Next testifier
i n suppor t .

R ON LORENZ: My name is Ron Lorenz, L-o-r-e-n-z. I'm here
in support of i t, something that I haven't given too much
thought in the past but one of the things in studying it and
learning about. it over the years was I'm kind of trying to
f i g ur e ou t wh y no t , why ha v e n ' t we h a d i t ? I t hi n k o f t h e
men that we' ve sent overseas to fight wars that it didn' t
affect me n ecessarily at the point but we did it because
we' re p ople that have respect. And that respect is that if
you' re going the road you stop and help somebody. If
something's wrong on the street, you stop and help somebody.
Anything like that. Or if there's a robbery or something
like that you' re interested. But if you' re defenseless
you' re also helpless. S o the question is, why haven't we
had this? The policemen, they have weapons. You didn' t
send them out the re. They aren't sent out there without
some way of defending themselves. I know they have a lot of
restrictions. Th ere's restrictions in this and I thi nk
they' re good. You' ve got to have an understanding of what
it is you' re doing. And you got to ha v e that m oral
understanding of why you' re doing what you' re doing.
There's a lot of people out there that don' t. The people
that don't have respect are the ones that are carrying the
guns. Even if they had training when they were four or five
yeas old, they would have learned some moral respects right
then and there and they'd have probably been better people
because of it. But people that are grabbing guns and have
no respect for l ife or don't even know which end to grab
ahold of a weapon, they' re the ones that are g iving the
trouble. And they' re the ones that also, we know that if
there was somebody out there that was s aying, listen, I
don't agree with th at. I have alwa ys fo ught for the
underdog. I' ve always fought the bullies and if I r u n up
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against somebody even though I'm over 63 years old I'm going
to put my foot in the door and maybe it will cost me my life
but that's just the way I am. So the thing that bothered me
the most is why don't we have it? It goes against the grain
of our country, the grain of what we believe, and if you' ve
"growed" up at all you understand the reasoning for why we
have...why do people slow down when they see a patrolman on
the road? And so those are the things that really concern
me and I just d on't see any reason why we...it's really
wrong not to have it. That's how I feel about i t. It' s
just a moral thing that you need to have the right to do, to
say t.hat I can't do something is like sending a soldier in
t he battlefield without a weapon, you know . It 's just
wrong. A ny qu e s t i on s ?

SENATOR BOURNE: Thank yo u. Are the r e qu estions for
M r. L o r e nz ? See i n g n o ne , t h a n k y o u .

RON LORENZ: Tha n k yo u .

SENATOR BOURNE: Next testifier in support.

TIM TYRRELL SR.: Thank you, Senator Bourne, committee. My
name is Tim T yrrell, T-y-r-r-e-1-1 Sr. I live here in
Lincoln, Nebraska. I per sonally believe that concealed
carry is necessary for a variety of reasons but I'd take
time to address some of the comments that have been made to
this point. People talk about concealed carry like if we
get a permit we' re automatically going to be a bad guy, more
guns on the street in the hands of legally trained people is
going to increase crime. Th ere's 250,000 at l ast c ount
CCW permits issued in the state of Texas, and that's roughly
equivalent to the population of Lincoln, Nebraska. In the
approximately ten years that they' ve had their program less
than 1 percent of the permitholders in the state of Texas
have had any kind of trouble with the law that would result
in the revocation of t heir permit, like 2 ,500 people.
Citizens with concealed carry are some o f the most la w
abiding citizens in the country by and large in any state;
2 8-1202, t h e a f f i r m a ti v e de f e n s e l a w t h a t w e h a v e n ow . I t ' s
been ment.ioned how arbitrary that is and i t is arbitrary
because in one county you can lose your firearm, you can get
jail time, you can be fined. However, in another county you
get your gun back or they let you walk because it's up to a
judge or county prosecutor or the law enforcement officer on



Transcript Prepared by the Clerk of the Legislature
Transcriber's Office

LB 454Committee on Judiciary
March 1 7 , 2 00 5
Page 71

the street to determine whether you meet the cri teria o r
not. It 's not whether I determine I meet the criteria or
not. It 's up to an am biguous person somewhere that
determines that . You asked earlier about t hese l aw
enforcement organizations that come in here and say well, I
represent X. Why don't you ask them if they' ve taken a poll
of all of their m embers? Do they really represent that
3,600? I mean, have they gone out there and po lled t hose
people? La w enforcement officers, more are killed by their
own guns. Absolutely true, not going to argue that. Just
because they' re open carrying, they' re firearms. When a bad
guy is g oing to do something that's the first thing he' s
going to go for is the gun he sees. What we ' re talking
about here is c itizens with concealed carry. If somebody
doesn't know that I have it then they' re not going to attack
me specifically for my firearm. One of the other things is
illegal ownership of firearms has been so demonized in
political bodies such as this and in the media that a person
exercising his right to open carry is subject to harassment
by law enforcement, arrest for disorderly conduct and things
like that. That's why we want it. Thank you.

SENATOR BOUP2JE: Than k you. Are the r e qu estions for
Mr. Ty r r e l l ? Than k y o u .

TIM TYRRELL SR. : Tha n k y ou .

SENATOR BOURNE: Actually what I think we' re going to do
now, we' re going to stand at ease for ten minutes and then
we' ll pick up the rest of the proponent testimony.

RECESS

SENATOR BOURNE: All right. Okay, we' re going to go ah ead
and get st.arted. Next testifier in support.

TERRANCE COPPLE: I'm Terrance A. Copple, C-o-p-p-I-e. I 'm
secretary of the Nebraska Shooting Sports Association.
However, since we did not poll the membership my remarks are
my own and do no t reflect an association position. I' ve
noted a possible problem with the training requirement in
LB 454 and I ' ll give the details followed by a recommended
solution. Last July the state troopers, both a ctive a nd
retired, we re auth orized by U .S. Code 18 to ca rry a
concealed handgun. A s of February 28 the Ne braska State
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Patrol sent me a hard copy that the State Patrol had yet to
provide the required handgun qualification for retired
troopers and were still developing a policy which is t he
same answer I'd gotten late last year. The retired officers
of other agencies of Ne braska, you know, municipal and
county, were being given their handgun qualifications in
August of 2004. But after eight months after the bill was
signed into law last July the State Patrol has s till not
implemented it. I as ked the lieutenant at the back of the
room today. He said they' re hoping to have it in place by
June of t his year. Now if the Nebraska State Legislature
wants to get LB 454 training implemented they are going to
have to provide better guidance to the State Patrol. At the
present time they d on't give any guidance as to the type,
length, location, or cost of the training. And you ' re
liable to get the same slow response as the officers of the
State Patrol have gotten. If they are so slow to respond to
the needs of the State Patrol officers, how quick will they
respond to the needs of the citizens of Nebraska? I propose
that you consider utilizing the resources given by the
Nebraska Game and Parks Department. It po ssesses federal
funding for ran ges, an organized trained cadre of
i nstructors and they are administrators of th e Game a n d
Parks ranges. And t hey have quite a bit of experience in
firearm safety training and instruction and that's primarily
what this is is training and instruction, not enforcement.
So you migh t con sider th at a s an al ternative for
implementing the training requirement for LB 454. And
that's the extent of my testimony.

SENATOR BOURNE: Thank yo u . Are ther e que stions for
Mr. Copple? Seeing none, thank you.

TERRANCE COPPLE: Tha n k y ou .

SENATOR BOURNE: Next testifier in support.

PHILLIP COX: Sen ator Bourne, my name is Phillip W . Cox,
C-o-x and I'm here in support of LB 454. I am 55 years of
age. I have worked 31 years for the f ederal government.
I ' m a Department of Defense employee. I have a degree in
biology and chemistry and this is important information just
because of the testimony. I have a federal firearms license
and been in business for a number of years selling firearms.
I represent myself only and my business and my family. My



Transcript Prepared by the Clerk of the Legislature
Transcriber's Office

LB 454Committee on Judiciary
M arch 17 , 20 0 5
Page 73

family and I moved to Lincoln, Nebraska, in September, 2004,
from Corpus Christi, Texas. And as you' re aware, Texas has
handgun carry statutes and it was passed by G overnor Bush
and signed into law a number of years ago and it's worked
very well in the state of Texas. This handgun carry issue
was one which led to the defeat of Governor Richards in the
election of George W. Bush in the state of T exas. Bush
signed the bill into law shortly after he came into office.
There were dire predictions of blood running in the streets,
we' re going back to the old wild west and none of that came
true. I was reminded of an old saying of an armed society
is a polite society. When lawful citizens are allowed to
carry permits the y are another d eterrent to crime.
C riminals do not know who is c arrying and who i s no t .
There's also an element of unknown when they' re selecting a
new victim. They must ask the question, is t his c itizen
armed or not? I believe that just having the right to carry
concealed may deter crime. I nor my family do not want to
become helpless victims. I have saved my family and myself
on three occasions by having a firearm at hand. The firearm
was never discharged but i t st opped the thugs in their
tracks when they discovered I was armed. Amer ica i s th e
only country in the world which has afforded its citizens
the right to keep and beaz arms by the second amendment of
the C o n s t it u t i o n. I be l i eve co n c e a led ca r r y i s und e r t he
umbrella of the second amendment and I'm here to as k yo ur
support of LB 454. Thank you for your time in affording me
the opportunity to speak before this committee.

SENATOR BOURNE: Th a n k y ou .

PHILLIP COX: Are there any questions?

SENATOR BOURNE: Are there questions for Nr. Cox? Seeing
n one, t h a n k y o u .

PHILLIP COX: Thank you, sir.

SENATOR BOURNE: Next tes tifier in support? If th ere' s
o ther testifiers in support, if you'd make your way to th e
front row and sign in. Welcome.

PATRICK COX: Goo d evening, Senator Bourne, members of the
committee. My name is Patrick Cox, C-o-x. I'm a college
student at S CC and I would like to ask you to support this
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bill. For years, people have been debating whether or not
we should have a handgun carry bill. Some say we should and
others say w e sh ouldn't for various reasons. But I think
the passage of bill 454 would be in the best interest of the
people of Nebraska because throughout the centuries it has
been proven that an armed populace makes for a stable and
safe society. For roughly seven years of my life I' ve had
the opportunity of living in other countries where gun
o wnership is almost nonexistent. One of these wa s th e
country of Great Britain. According to several sources
crime has gone up dramatically since gun ownership was all
but eradicated in 1997. The London Tele ra h stated that
one person in every four was a victim of crime in 1999 one
year after the last registered handgun was confiscated in
Britain. And according to an investigation by the BBC News
criminal acts involving a weapon rose 40 percent in Great
Britain just two years after handgun ownership was totally
banned in 1997. And, according to statistics issued by the
Bri t i s h H ome Of f i ce i s Br i t ai n ' s m u r de r r at e ha s r i sen t o
its highest level since records began being kept a hundred
years ago. The fact is is that an armed populace has been
proven to be the best deterrent against dangerous criminals
and I sincerely ask that you give the people of N ebraska
what they need to make their great state a safer place to
l i v e . Pl ease vo t e f or b i l l 4 54 . Tha nk y ou .

SENATOR BOURNE: Thank you. Which SCC campus do you attend?

PATRICK COX: The Lincoln campus on 80th (sic) Street.

SENATOR BOURNE: Okay. Are there questions for Mr . Cox?
S ee none, t h a n k y o u .

PATRICK COX: Th a n k you .

SENATOR BOURNE: App reciate your testimony. Last call for
supporters? Okay, would the first opponent to the bill come
forward? Again, the other opponents, if you'd make your way
t o t h e f r on t r ow a n d s i g n i n .

RICHARD HEDRICK: I ' m aga i n s t t h i s on e t oo . I ' m Ri ch ar d
Hedrick , H- e - d - r - i - c - k . The te rrorists documentary
Fahrenheit 711 (sic) brought up th e qu estion when the
filming was across the border in Canada. The traitor Moore
who made this documentary asked the question, "Why i s t h e r e
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so many homicides in th e Un ited States and so few in
Canada?" He didn't answer that and I can't find out why
either. R urally, (inaudible) have rifles in their truck
nice and handy. The argument has been for protection by
concealed weapons. A .45 on the hip would be a lot mo re
protection than a concealed cab gun. Chambers has stated on
the floor of the Legislature, you can't just start shooting
if you think you' re in danger. Bush has stated that you can
protect yourself. This will get people in trouble just as
Bush stating that the United States does not have to abide
with the Geneva Convention. Pe ople then think it is all
right to t orture their people. Will the supporters of
LB 454 get behind the drive to stop video games where the
bad guys are the cops and the players kill the cop? When I
was growing up Dick Tracy was one of t h e g ood guys.
SquareHead was a bad gu y. Let ' s get our values right.
T hank y o u .

SENATOR BOURNE: Than k you. Are ther e qu estions for
Mr. Hedrick? Seeing none, thank you. As the next opponent
makes their way forward, there's a couple of le tters that
we' ll introduce into the record. We have a letter from the
police chief, city of Nebraska City in opposition. And from
Madison County right here in Nebraska the Madison County
sheriff also has sent in a letter in opposition (See also
Exhib i t s 18 , 1 9, 2 0 , 2 1 )

SENATOR FLOOD: I don't know if you could say o pposition,
just the concept of i t. But not necessarily the bill,
Mr. C h a i r m an.

SENATOR BOURNE: Okay (laugh) . Ready when you are.

JAY SCHMIDT: Chairman Bourne and members of the committee,
thank you. My name is Jay Schmidt, S-c-h-m-i-d-t.

SENATOR BOURNE: Welcome.

JAY SCHMIDT: As a board member of the Nebraskans for Peace,
I wi l l an nou n c e t ha t we a r e op p o sed t o t h i s b i l l and t hen
I' ll make some of my own personal comments. I ' ve tried to
t hin k o f who i n t he wor l d , wha t g r ou p s o f p e o p l e w o u l d
really have need for a concealed carry weapon. Well, I' ve
read...I don't know any drug dealers but I read that that' s
a very dangerous occupation and they may. I have met a loan
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shark. When I was working the community center in the inner
city of Omaha I was fortunate enough to stick around long
enough visiting a very low-income woman and this man came in
who would take care of...get a new coat for her for a price.
It was over 50 percent a year interest. That was a n umber
of years ago. I imagine it's much higher. If I was in that
kind of a business, I suppose I would need...somebody might
get a little angry with me and a wea pon m ight be han dy.
Would I feel safer if my neighbors...my neighbors are sane.
As far as I know they all are (laugh) . They' re good
neighbors, they are fi ne p eople. All of them I know of
around there are law abiding. Would I feel better if t hey
were carrying a weapon, safer? No . They aren' t. And I
feel perfectly fine now. It strikes me much more honest to
carry a weapon openly and I know then that you can do great
bodil y h a r m i f y ou wi sh t o . The r e we r e a c oup l e o f
instances personally. One, we were out camping in a camping
trailer. In the middle of the night I thought there was an
intruder and so I leaped forward out of my sleeping bag,
n ai le d t he i n t r ud e r ( l au gh ) who h appened t o b e my s o n g o i n g
t o the restroom. A n d I thought about that a number o f
t imes . I t ho ugh t , wel l , i f I wer e a g un p e r s o n an d ha d a
gun I would have shot him rather than jump on him and that
would have been a terrible tragedy. My sister in a suburb
of Nashville, Tennessee, about a year ago or so called and
she was shook up about the incident. A couple of men broke
into their home and at gunpoint tied them up and asked them
where their money w as and all this great stuff. She said
t hey didn't hurt us physically. She did say this, if w e
would have had a gu n and gone for it there'd have been a
shoot-out and i t wo uld have been a ve r y unfortunate
different circumstance. Thank you.

SENATOR BOURNE: Thank you. Are there questions?

JAY SCHMIDT: I thank you.

SENATOR BOURNE: Are there questions? Seeing none, thank
you. Next testifier in opposition?

WILLIAM MULDOON: Go od afternoon, Senators. I'm William
Muldoon, M-u-1-d-o-o-n. I 'm the police chief of Nebraska
City. I'm al s o here r epresenting the Police Chiefs
Association of Ne braska in opposing LB 454 . We' ve heard
over and over today the argument that a concealed armed
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citizen is better able to protect himself and his family
from criminal attack. I don't think that is the full story.
My 27 years of law enforcement experience has seen far too
many instances where a firearm in the home is not used for
self defense as it was intended or purchased but instead is
used in a case of domestic assault or it's used in a tragic
accident inside the home on a family member or by a family
member in a suicide. This affects not only citizens but I'm
only all too familiar that it's affected police families as
well and that's despite the training and safety training
that police officers receive in the police academy and such
that this can still happen and the police family as well.
Enabling concealed carry may have the same effect as making
unlocked, concealed fi rearms even more prevalent and
accessible to family members of average citizens who have
chosen this avenue of p erceived self defense. Se cond
concern is a unrealistic expectation for training citizens
placed on th e State patrol. I hear d a gentleman just
preceding us talking about the training and the level asked
for and that by statute here replacing it all at the feet of
the State Patrol to provide it. It 's difficult to train
police officers in all the nuances of self defense versus
what could be chargeable manslaughter and to enumerate all
the countless situations that might arise. A nd I do have
two years' experience as c ommander of the Omaha Police
Training Academy. While the statute exempts sheriffs from
liability, an i ssue in t h e pe rmit it does not exempt a
trainer or th e state from l iability, for failure to
adequately train an a v erage citizen in how to make these
complex decisions and safely operate the firearm. It can
only be a fter a tragic death that the issue may be raised
that a citizen was not properly trained and therefore it' s
the state that is liable for t h e de ath . Last, the
difference I find between an a verage citizen armed for
protection and an average citizen committing criminal
assault can be simple provocation. We live in a very
complex society that includes domestic violence, road rage,
school violence, violence against cowo rkers, viol ence
against elected officials, most recently judges. I fe el
this bill does take Nebraska backwards in an era whe re
de-escalation situations rather than a dding the fuel to
concealed carry should be pursued. An d the Police Chiefs
Association o f Nebraska b elieve t hat the current statute
adequately offers affirmative defense for persons to justify
a prudent person in carrying a weapon for th e defense o f
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their life, property, or family. Thank you.

SENATOR BOURNE: Thank you. Are there questions for Chief
M uldoon? Sen a t o r P e d e r s e n .

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: Thank you, Senator Bourne. Chief
Muldoon , t he r e i s a coup l e o f t hi ng s . I n you r l et t er y ou
mentioned and you mentioned also in y our t estimony about
domestic assault and suicide. Aren't there other ways to
commit suicide than with a gun?

WILLIAM MULDOON: The gun is about the most e xpedient and
when one is available that is the proven, chosen, preferred
method so absent a gun there are o ther ways t o co mmit
suicide but w e s ee it with, unfortunately, in p olice
s i t u a t i o n s t h e a va i l ab i l i t y o f a g un m a kes t ha t . . .

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: How about domestic violence?

WILLIAM MJLDOON: Quite a few firearms are used. That's one
reason why the Legislature has the mandatory confiscating
all weapons in the house of somebody that is arrested for
domestic violence or has a valid protection order against
them.

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: But don't you think if this happens,
I mean, aren't you also aware that, I mean, if t hey d on' t
have any guns in the house they' re going to grab a butcher
knife or a ball bat or something like that. Have n't you
also seen that in your years as an officer?

WILLIAM MULDOON: Absolutely.

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: Is it your belief that people are
going to run out right away as soon as this bill is p assed
and start buying more guns than they ever did before?

WILLIAM MULDOON: I believe there's a misconception among
the public that this is the answer to crime that we' re all
going to arm ourselves when actually it's going to endanger
their famrly by having the presence o f the firearm in the
house.

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: Do you not be' ieve that most of these
people who want to do this are probably already armed?
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WILLIAM MULDOON: I don ' t have an opinion one way or the
other. What this is going to do is encourage more people to
b uy a concealable small handgun, carry it with them, and I
don't think they' re going to take the adequate precautions
when they come home to lock it up to keep their kids out of
i t .

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: As a law officer, would you not have,
if you walked into your local grocery store, you' re from
Nebraska C i t y .

W ILLIAM MULDOON: Y e s.

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: And saw 20, not 20, let's say t hree
or four people that you didn't know that are usually around
town pa cking a six-shooter on the o uts i d e of
their...wouldn't that make you a little nervous?

WILLIAM MULDOON: Ye s , i t wo ul d .

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: So the way the law is now, you can do
t ha t .

You can d o it bu t it would draw ourWILLIAM M U LDOON:
attention.

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: Tha n k yo u .

SENATOR BOURNE: Senator Foley.

SENATOR FOLEY: Chief Muldoon, thank you for your testimony
today. I' ve been on this committee for a few years now and
t hi s b i l l ha s be e n b e f o r e u s b ef o r e . I d on ' t r e ca l l i f yo ur
associat.ion opposed the bill in the past or not.

WILLIAM MULDOON: It has every year.

SENATOR FOLFY: That's been consistent. Thank you.

SENATOR BOURNE: S enator Combs.

SENATOR COMBS: Thanks for your testimony today. I f I was
in Nebraska City and I had a concealed weapon because I was
a senator and had a reason to carry it, what would you do
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with me?

WILLIAM MULDOON: Well, assuming how we came across you that
it was just a normal encounter, we'd probably check to see
if you' re wanted. Th at's kind of a no rmal and m ake an
inquiry. Again, if you can a rticulate that I'd been
threatened before or I have this reason or I hav e this
concern, you could very well be released immediately. I
t h i n k . . .

SENATOR COMBS: What if my rea son didn't meet your
expectation for being a prudent reason?

W ILLIAM MUL DO ON : It's usually a co ntext more than
expectation or, you know, it's a context. It' ll be because
it fell out of your pocket at the bar and you' re intoxicated
or be something like that that that even draws our attention
to you in the first place so it's going to be the context.
Were you in a school building? Were you at a chur ch
service, some of those types of deals? Or were you actually
transporting the bank receipts for y our business to the
bank?

SENATOR COMBS: Wha t i f I wasn ' t d o i n g a n y o f t ho se t h i ng s ?
I j ust lik e w earing a seatbelt or carrying a fi re
extinguisher, I just wanted to have one in case I needed it
and I am trained in the proper use and I know that once I
draw that gun and once I pull it, then there's no going back
with whatever decision I make. I' ve been trained and I know
t hose things. Where would I stand with you as far as yo u
taking me into the police department or, you know, let's say
it wasn't you and it wa s one of your officers and I'm a
senator and he doesn't like me . He 's a Democrat, very
liberal, a nd he hat es t his b ill, he ha tes m y guts
(Laughter). He thinks it's a shame that a woman would bring
this bill upon the state and he wants to nail me.

WILLIAM MULDOON: Tha t wo u l dn ' t hap p e n i n Nebr as k a Ci t y .
We' re very professional (Laughter).

SENATOR COMBS: Okay. All right.

SENATOR BOURNE: And there's no Democrats in Nebraska City
( Laught e r ) .
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SENATOR COMBS: That's right (Laughter). Actually, I think
well, okay, you get my point. I'm just...it's good that you
tell me t hat you would do that but I think as far as the
affirmative defense I still am not totally convinced that
that would protect me in every jurisdiction that I would go
to in Nebraska from being cuffed, taken to jail, frying all
night long, and waiting for a judge to decide if my reason
was good e n ough f o r h i m.

W ILLIAM MULDOON: Th e contextual aspect is what's key i n
this and what is the time of night? Where are you at? Is
there a crowd of people? Would a reasonable, prudent person
be expected or could be expected to be armed in that context
or are you the danger? A nd I think the pe ople t hat ge t
arrested or e xpress this, the situations I' ve seen they' ve
been drinking, they' ve been doing something other than that.
And so the pretext why they have the gun was fine but in the
context that they were in at the time, they' re in trouble.

SENATOR BOURNE: Further questions? Senator Flood.

SENATOR FLOOD: Thank you, Chairman Bourne. Chief Muldoon,
thank you for your testimony. Just your honest approach and
s traight forward approach to answering the questions. I
enjoyed your exchange with Senator Combs and I guess as I
read 28-1202, as a lawmaker I'm concerned that that is
overly vague and we' re asking a law enforcement officer to
make a judgment call of the reasonably prudent person that
really belongs in court so we' re subjecting innocent people
to arrest under the way it's written now. Can you see my
vantage point on that?

WILLIAM MULDOON: I see your concern. Again, why are you at
the attention of law enforcement? And, again, that sets the
context for why the la w is pr obably very a rtistically
wri t t e n i n t h at f ash i o n i s , you kn o w , i f y ou ha v e p u r p os e i n
bustiness and you don't come across the preview of law
enforcement for whatever reason, you' re just doing exactly
like you said. You' re on the way to the bank, you' re not
going to get pulled over. And then if you do, you got t he
bank bag, you got receipts. I don't see that as a problem.
It never has been. In fact, most people in that case would
have pulled the' r pistol out, set it on the dash so that
it's not concealed to make sure that everyone ' s , and t hat
system has worked fine.
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SENATOR FLOOD: It's a bad idea to pull the pistol out and
set it on the dash when the officer is walking to the car,
i sn ' t i t ?

WILLIAM MULDOON: That would be a bad idea. But normally
that's where we see them when we approach a car.

SENATOR FLOOD: Sure . Now as a police officer, can y ou
carry a concealed weapon when you' re off duty?

W ILLIAM MULDOON: Y e s .

SENATOR FLOOD: Do you support the rules and regulations and
statutes of the state of Nebraska that allow you to carry a
concealed weapon when you' re off duty?

WILLIAM MULDOON: Yes, I feel an obligation to the citizens
o f m y co mmuni t y t h a t t he y k n o w who I a m . And i f som e t h i n g
were to happen, again, they' re not going to se parate that
I ' m a pr i v a t e p e r s o n i n m y o f f -du t y t i m e. The y ' re go i n g t o
expect that this person's had some training, is a l icensed
law enforcement officer, and would be in a position to act
and preserve public safety. I th ink that's the
d i f f e r e n c e . . .

SENATOR FLOOD: Even though you' re under no legal duty to
act when you see a crime occur when off duty, you prefer to
have a concealed weapon to protect the public, is that true?

WILLIAM MULDOON: : think there's a lot of public that would
think I was under a legal and as well as a moral...

SENATOR FLOOD: I mean leg ally, though, I mean rather,
perception isn't necessary... Now do you ever support a
police officer's right to carry a concealed weapon for their
own protection when they' re off duty?

WILLIAM MULDOON: It's hard to separate the two issues.

SENATOR FLOOD: So that be self defense of a police officer
off-duty may be one of the reasons that you would support
the police officer's right to carry a concealed weapon?

WILLIAM MULDOON: It goes hand in hand with protecting the
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p ubl i c .

SENATOR FLOOD: And, in fact, you' ve stated that you have
carried a concealed weapon when off duty.

WILLIAM MULDOON: Yes, sir.

SENATOR FLOOD: Would you support anyone else c arrying a
concealed weapon for the same reasons that you' ve
articulated such as probation officers?

WILLIAM MULDOON: Whatever s atute would allow o r persons
have a need. I'm not opposed to people carrying a concealed
weapon. What I'm opposed to is wh at th e training
requirements are going to be and who's ultimately going to
be liable that a person is properly trained and can you
p roper l y t r a i n a c i t i zen ? We ha v e pr o b l e ms . I ' ve t r i ed t o
elaborate with that in training police officers and, again,
that is our occupation and our profession so w hat are we
( inaudi b l e ) . . .

SENATOR FLOOD: You ' re not ne cessarily...I'm sorry to
interrupt. You' re not necessarily opposed to the i dea of
people having concealed weapons. And then I understand your
p oin t . If that's an ac curate statement, you' re not
necessarily opposed to people having concealed weapons. Is
t ha t t r ue ?

WILLIAM MULDOON: I n j o b spec i f i c o r i f t h ey h a ve r ea s o n t o
be doing it. You mentioned a probation officer. I'm not
opposed t o t hat .

SENATOR FLOOD: That ' s n ot currently i n our statutes,
probation officer. What about judges? You wouldn't have a
problem if they carried a concealed weapon.

WILLIAM MULDOON: No, in fac t, they probably have great
concern and I'd say justification under current statute to
p robab l y . . . t o do so .

SENATOR FLOOD: What abou t a b attered woman that's been
abused by a l ov e d o n e o r a hu s b a nd?

WILLIAM MULDOON: I would not urge a battered woman u nder
those circumstances. Instead, I would seek that they try to
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get separated and apart. My fear in that case is that the
weapon would be taken away from her and used against her.

SENATOR FLOOD: Because she's a woman?

WILLIAM MULDOON: Because if you don't have the mindset that
you' re going to actually use that weapon, if this person has
the mindset that they' re still going to try to reconcile.
They might let an aggressor get close enough especially if
it's an e x-spouse to disarm them and I see that's exactly
where t h a t w o u l d go .

SENATOR FLOOD: How do you differentiate the threat that a
probation officer might have i f they see a probationer
approach them from a battered woman scene, an ex -husband
approach them? I don't see any differences between the two.

WILLIAM MULDOON: I'm seeing the difference that a probation
officer might have more law enforcement training, is in...

SENATOR FLOOD: They' re not law...probation officers aren' t
law enforcement officers.

WILLIAM MULDOON: Tha t ' s abs ol u t e l y r i g ht .

SENATOR FLOOD: And they' ve never completed any fi rearms
t ra i n i n g a s a con d i t i o n o f t he i r em p l o yment .

WILLIAM MULD OON: R ight . They do wo r k wi t h some
individuals, though, where they could probably articulate
that they' re in concern for their safety.

SENATOR FLOOD: But it wou ld be an unf air and untrue
statement to say that p robation officers have a uni que
knowledge of how to operate a firearm as opposed to anybody
e lse .

WILLIAM MULDOON: Ho pe f ul l y , b ef o r e an y b o dy . I n f ac t , I
d on' t even k now i f t he i r o f f i ce wou l d a l l o w i t . Th er e ' s
probably a rule, you know, I'm not quite sure w hat their
department would, you kn ow, I mean, that will be the next
question is if you' re working under the employ of somebody,
does your r ight t o carry a concealed conflict with your
employers saying that, no, none of our employees should be
armed. That type of situation.
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SENATOR FLOOD: And I think we' ll agree to disagree on some
of the nuances that we' ve articulated here but I heard your
testimony loud and clear about trainer liability. If that
were removed from the bill or if that were added to the bill
to provide a training instructor or a licensed trainer or a
licensed State Patrol officer that actually allowed for the
permitting of a concealed weapons permit to an individual of
the state, if that were added would that make you f e el
better about this bill?

WILLIAM MULDOON: I think it would address a concern that
t he s t a t e i s . . . t h e w a y I r ea d t ha t b i l l , now g o i ng t o be
l i a b l e f o r f ai l u r e t o a de q u a t e l y t r a i n a c i t i ze n a s w e ll as
some of these individual trainers, whoever they might be are
going to be...could be held individually liable for failure
to train. Does that change my mind about the bill? No, it
d oesn't but it is a concern for just as a taxpayer of th e
state of Nebraska that that safety net is not there for the
state to protect itself.

S ENATOR FI.OOD: Okay. I 'm new to this committee but ho w
many police chiefs across the state of Nebraska does your
association represent?

WILLIAM MULDOON: Boy,

SENATOR FLOOD: And that may be an unfair question. I guess
I d on ' t . . .

WILLIAM MULDOON: Yeah, I haven't checked a roster.

SENATOR FLOOD: Did you take a vote of all the police chiefs
a cross Neb r a s k a ?

WILLIAM MULDOON: All the ones th at atte nded, it ' s
circulated to th em, all the statut. s are circulated. The
ones that are contentious or debated and then a decision is
made. It 's my understanding about three police chiefs
across the state of Nebraska were in fav or of it . The
remainder were out of this association, were opposed.

SENATOR FLOOD: How many total voted?

WILLIAM M ULDOON: Again , it 's not an actual vote. It ' s



Transcript Prepared by the Clerk of the Legislature
Transcriber's Office

LB 454Committee on Judiciary
March 17 , 200 5
Page 86

a...more of a consensus deal but out of the meeting there
was three that expressed a desire to have it...

SENATOR FLOOD: So your representation of police chiefs is
based on a feeling that you had...

WILLIAM MULDOON: It's not a feeling, no. It' s...there's a
document that, what b ills they' re opposed to, what bil' s
they' re not. It's not...

SENATOR FLOOD: And if they don't send in the sheet are they
opposed to this bill or are they for this bill?

WILLIAM MULDOON: It was dealt with in a meeting..

SENATOR FLOOD: Or was it the kind of deal where, w rite us
i f y o u d o n ' t l i ke t h i s ?

WILLIAM MULDOON: It was a meeting.

SENATOR FLOOD: It was a meeting. And every police chief in
the state attended?

WILLIAM MULDOON: No. I can't recall any...

SENATOR FLOOD: Did 20 police chiefs attend?

WILLIAM MULDOON: Oh , t he mee t i ng I wen t t o I wou l d say
there was approximately 30. But, again, if you were to come
up with the minutes and the n umber was different, I'm
guessing f r om . . .

SENATOR FLOOD: And out of those 30, three said..

WILLIAM MULDOON: I t ' s my und er st an d i n g t h at o n l y t h r ee
p refe r r e d t h e b i l l o ut o f t he Pol i ce C h ie f s Assoc i a t i on o f
Nebraska .

S ENATOR FLOOD: D id you a t t en d t h e m e e t i ng ?

W ILLIAM MULDOON: Y e s .

SENATOR FLOOD: And there's over 400 municipalities in the
s tat e o f Neb r a s k a ?
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WILLIAM MULDOON: Po ss i b l y .

SENATOR FLO OD: I appreciate your straight forward
testimony. Thank you.

WILLIAM MULDOON: Thank you.

SENATOR BOURNE: Further questions? Dwite or excuse me, I'm
sorry . S ena t o r Ped e r s e n .

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: That's all right. Thank you, Senator
Bourne. Chief, is there any talk amongst the other chiefs
of why, if y o u wo uld take a vote across the state of all
those in law enforcement that t here wa s l aw enforcement
officers that are fo r it? What 's the difference between
those that are for it and those that are against it?

WILLIAM MULDOON: W e l l , I t h i n k t h er e ' s a s t r o ng num be r o f
pol' ce officers that, you know, they do...are familiar with
their pistol, they do carry concealed themselves and look at
it in that line. They' re avid hunters, that type of t hing
and kind of...they look at it at that particular bend. I,
on t he ot h er han d , comi n g f r om a mun i c i p a l c i t y and
understand a li ttle better maybe that everyone taking the
l aw i n t o t h e i r o w n h and and b e i n g a r med woul d ma k e my j ob
more of a con cern and more dangerous. I 'd have to treat
just about anybody I encounter with the potential that
they' re armed as opposed to now where the assumption is...

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: Whoa, whoa, whoa, wait a minute, stop
right there. I like that. Don't you treat everybody like
that anyway? Aren't you trained to come up on a car and
treat everybody as if they' re armed?

WILLIAM MULDOON:
n ot . . .

SENATOR BOURNE: Okay, I'm sorry to interrupt. We ' re not
g oing t o hav e co mments f r o m t h e a u d i e n ce . I ap ol o gi z e f o r
the interruption.

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: But, I mean, as a police officer your
training is to make...everybody could be carrying a gun and
y ou have . . .

Right but the c onceal carry thing is
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WILLIAM MULDOON: Sure , that's a safe assumption to make,
yes, i t i s .

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: And you ha ve to be trained to be
r eady f o r t h a t . Th ank yo u.

SENATOR BOURNE: Senator Combs.

S ENATOR COMBS: I was wondering, have you t alked to an y
police chiefs in other states that have concealed carry
because that...if I was a p olice chief in N ebraska and
46 other states had it and I was one that didn' t, one of my
first concerns before I continue to oppose it over the years
would be check with some of the people that have had it the
longest. Have y o u t alked to any police chiefs in other
s ta t e s ?

WILLIAM MULDOON: I have not personally. I'm just...again,
I enumerated a couple specific examples from my own personal
e xper i e n c e .

SENATOR COMBS: Were these people trained and had sought
handgun permits, the ones that you talked about?

WILLIAM MULDOON: They' re police officers and s till these
types of tragedies happen to them so...

SENATOR COMBS: I think it would be fair to say and perhaps
you would agree that just because someone has a permit does
not absolve them from any kind of mental aberration in the
future if they wouldn't have one. I mean , it 's not a
guarantee that, you k now, that we' re never going to do
something. I think we have to go with the odds there. I
guess it j ust. still puzzles me. If we had statements or
would it affect your opinion at all on this bill if ot her
police chiefs from other states just like the guy I talked
about from Texas with his experience there, anecdotally,
would t h a t a f f e ct i n any w a y y ou r o p i n i o n o n t he b i l l i f yo u
heard from other police chiefs that have had this for a long
time and these things have not anecdotally come to pass in a
statistically important way?

W ILLIAM M ULD O ON : Well , aga i n , a nd ag a i n r er e ad
statistically important. It's true unless it's your family
so if it's your family member that's shot with your pistol,
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one is too many. And that' s, you know, other states can do
what they will. If one Nebraskan...that's my concern and
that's what I see and that's what I have to go and deal with
and that's the notifications I have to go make. A n d these
are very tragic, sad situations when they occur so, you
know, again before we jump on the bandwagon that everyone
else doing it w e need to point out that the reality is is
that gun statistically, although I di dn't bring the
statistics. But is going to be used more often in an act of
domestic violence against the family member. It's going to
be used by accident in your home on a family member or it' s
g oing t o be u sed b y a f am i l y m ember i n a su i ci d e. Tha t ' s
going t o h a p pen many more t i m e s t han t he l i ke l i h o od t hat
you' re going to defend yourself...

SENATOR COMBS: I would agree and that's taking all the
handguns that are out there versus the number of handguns
that are used by the six million handgun permit carriers
against someone now. So that part of the statistics would
have to be differentiated out and not just crimes of DUIs or
other kinds of crimes but specific violent crimes committed
with the concealed weapon that the person has been trained
and permitted to carry. So we do agree there but I would
encourage you to look into data from other states since this
is a fear of yours that this would bring this upon u s.
Check with these other people and your counterparts. You
can certainly do i t by the Internet or your national
association of police chiefs and just see what data truly
bears it out. I'd be interested to know that too.

WILI IAM MULDOON: I do n ' t t h i n k i t wi l l cha n ge my mi nd on
whether this is good policy. I...

SENATOR COMBS: Yeah, I can see that. Thank you.

WILLIAM MULDOON: O k ay .

SENATOR BOURNE: Further questions? Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Chief, if a bank robbery were in progress
and we had a bill such as this, would you want a citizen who
is licensed to carry a concealed weapon to join in with the
pol ice t o t r y t o app r e hend t h e r o b bers i f t he r e i s shoot i ng
going on?
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WILLIAM MULDOON: ' lou know, something happening as bad as
that, I'd probably welcome all the help, I think. As a
pragmatic matter, would you not mistake that person for
being one of the bank robbers and accidentally, or somebody
along the line. We have reports that police detectives get
shot and one reason why our p olicy in the Omaha Police
Department I came from that an unmarked unit showing up,
plain clothes, they had to announce, make sure people know
that there's an unmarked person because, again, you k now,
there's tragedies that occur that way too where an officer
mistakes another ununiformed person as being the a ggressor
and then they shoot them...

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Now I have to say of you, what some of
the testifiers said of Senator Combs. Y ou an ticipated my
next question and answered it. There are eventualities that
take place where people who ought not be injured are. And
in law enforcement situations which often is...would be
mentioned by pe o p l e wh o s u ppor t t hi s k i nd o f l e g i sl a t i on i s
that these private citizens who are not trained to be law
enforcement o f f i c er s a r e r e al l y a b i g he l p t o l aw
enforcement and can fight the criminals. If you were in a
situation and an swer it the way you feel like you should,
and let's say that you have a hostage situation. And a
group of armed citizens came and they decided that they' re
going t o st o r m t h e h o u se . And t h e y d i d i t . Wo ul d t ha t h el p
l aw en f o r c ement ?

WILLIAM MULDOON: Absolutely not.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: There are some large stores which have a
policy against employees resisting in any way robberies that
are attempted. There was a situation where a clerk foiled a
robbery and was fired. And people thought it was terrible
but the company said, it was a v iolation of our p olicy.
That clerk could have been hurt. Others in the store could
have been hurt. We don't care the fact that this ro bbery
happened t o h a v e b ee n f o i l ed t h i s t i m e . Our p ol i cy i s f or a
reason. He violated, he's out of here. Now, having heard
all of the testimony that we' ve heard here today, how much
crime do you think would be solved or prevented if all the
citizens were going armed?

WILLIAM MULDOON: Well, it's too bad it wasn't enacted last
year because then y ou co uld explain that Nebraska City' s
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17 percent drop in violent crime was for this reason. But
it dropped anyway and despite the fact that we don't have
concealed ca r r y so . . .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: And it's dropping all over the country in
places where they have them, where they don' t. So they see
a downward trend now because the age group of young men is
reducing in size. They' re getting older. Not as many ar e
being born so the ones who see something happen at the same
time of a trend, we' ll say that what they want to have done
is why. So the y' re accounting for all drops in crime on
people carrying concealed weapons but in states where they
don't carry them it's still dropping. Now Senator Pedersen
indicated that a prudent officer would approach any
potentially dangerous situation as though an individual is
armed. N o w i f I am j u st a bad ac t o r a n d I ' m go i n g t o co mmi t
crimes, it might not be good for me to assume everybody is
armed because if I need some money then whereas I would just
take your money, I' ve got to shoot you first now because you
might have a gun. And they want to always say, that's not
going to happen. Chief, and then this is my last comment
t hat I ' m g o i n g t o m a k e t o an y b o dy . I d i dn ' t wa n t t o m a k e i t
to those who are opposed to it because I didn't want to seem
to be badgering them. I have heard the expression of more
fear in this room today than I' ve heard at any other t ime.
Now I g e t almost daily threats against my life. I' ve had
people on security in this building recommend that I get one
of these panic buttons as they call them because there are
people who come through the building that I don't even know
of who are looking for me. I don't carry weapons. I don' t
wear the kind of clothing that I could hide weapons in and
yet I'm not running around here afraid of everybody. I hear
people...I see men twice my size fearful. My children never
saw fear in me and they never saw me carrying a gun. So I
think there is something pathological in Nebraska that needs
to be addressed and it won't be addressed by letting all
these people carry guns. There is something that is making
them so a fraid and t hey need t o keep that in mind and
because of that, I'm going to help stop this bill because I
don't want people that afraid to have t hese weapons.
Because they' ll shoot a shadow, they'd be as quick to shoot
a family member as somebody invading the home. A nd you
w on't f e e l t ha t I ' m h a r a s s i n g y o u b y u s i n g y o u a s a so u n d i n g
board to make that statement, I hope.
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WILLIAM MULDOON: N o , i n f ac t , I ag r ee . I t h i nk t he b i gg er
fear is and my fear is of the family members coming across
that pistol and the people becoming lax, not locking it up
the way it s hould be . And so if this is a part of your
dail y l i f e t h e r e ' s a l ot o f r espo n s ib i l i t y an d , qu i t e
frankly, I'm not quite sure if a lot of people are going to
live up to that. And it ' ll be a fter some type of a
disaster, then the state of Nebraska being sued because we
failed to properly train the citizen to take this a dequate
safeguard and protect that from this child. A nd I just
t h ink i t ' s bad pu b l i c po l i cy .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: And that's al l I hav e, Mr . Chairman.
Thank you , C h ie f .

SENATOR BOURNE: Senator Combs.

SENATOR COMBS: You agreed with Senator Chambers, statistics
that crime is going down all across the country. Well, we
can think of that .in the other way too t hat pe rhaps that
even i f you a ssu m e t ha t r i gh t t o car r y i s i n no way
responsible for that, you cannot say that right to ca rry
caused it. You can 't say that it's increased the crime,
r i g h t ?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: W e l l , i f cr i me i s g o i ng do w n , I wo ul d n ' t
s ay tha t it is increased bec ause tha t would b e
contra d i c t o ry .

SENATOR COMBS: T h a t ' s r i gh t . So i f i t i s g o i ng down , we
got 46 states that have it, then my contention would be that
you can't say that right to carry has increased crime just
by virtue of the statistics and data that you tw o ju st
discussed there. Look at it from that way too. Thanks.

SENATOR BOURNE: Further questions? I have one quick one,
Chief. In Vern Hjorth's letter and he happens to be the
Madison County sheriff, his letter of opposition to the
bill, he says that in conclusion it is my opinion that all
law enforcement organizations by the majority oppose the
concealed carry concept. Do you think that applies...he' s
saying it ap plies to the organizations. Do you think that
applies to the average cop on the street that it wo uld be
opposed to a concealed carry bill?
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WILLIAM MULDOON: You ' re asking for my opinion. I would
say, again, that most of them would probably react the same
way I reacted although we did see somebody testify earlier,
another law enforcement officer, who is for it. I would say
the average one would oppose it. We don't like other people
being armed when we have to encounter them. It's usually a
problem and a lot of times it's well-meaning, abiding
citizens but again with the pressures and stress and even
somebody trying to help you out on a stop can be s omebody
that ' s g o i n g t o e n d u p s h o o t i n g s o mebody t ha t t h e y s h o u l dn ' t
have shot or accidental discharge. W e ju st don't like
seeing that introduced. We would grab that gun from anybody
whether they had a concealed carry permit or not while we' re
there until we got the situation secured and t hen m aybe
release it back but.

SENATOR BOURNE: Further questions? Senator Flood.

SENATOR FLOOD: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I' ve been thinking
about this law e nforcement carry and conceal weapons
business. And earlier you had an exchange with Senator
Combs about the context of where you are is very important.
And personally, when a police officer is off duty I see them
as a citizen of this state no different than me with n o
rights extra than me. They can't drive fast in their car,
they can't run red lights. Maybe they can in Nebraska City
b ut I do n ' t t h i nk t hey c a n i n No r f o l k . Or t h ey sho u l d n ' t ,
in my opinion. So if a law enforcement officer off duty
goes to a bar the law right now allows that law enforcement
o fficer to carry his or her weapon concealed. Do you se e
where I may be frustrated with a double standard that a law
enforcement officer who wants for their own pr otection to
have a gun and at t h e s ame time wants to be providing
service to the public in the protection of, you know, of the
public safety is allowed to carry a g u n an d a prob ation
officer, a battered woman, an individual citizen, if they go
to the bar under your example they go to jail. That seems
like a contradiction that's not fair.

WILLIAM MULDOON: Well, police officers had o ver at the
Nebraska Training Center 600 hours of advanced training in
that firearm and, again, now are you saying the officer is
intoxicated. If he's intoxicated I'd say he should not have
a firearm either.
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SENATOR FLOOD: I mean, one beer, two beers, three beers.
When does the o fficer lose his right to carry a concealed
weapon? H e d o e s n ' t b ut t he i nd i v i d u a l c i t i zen und er yo ur
context explanation, two sips of a be e r o r just being
present at a bar, certainly being intoxicated you' re going
to jail in Otoe County. A nd I guess that's my problem is
the disparity between private citizen and o ff-duty law
enforcement officer. Protection of the public, I think, is
different when you' re on duty.

WILLIAM MULDOON: Except in a smaller community I thi nk
everyone knows who I am and, again, there's an expectation
whether it's based on law or not that I would be able to
handle a situation like that whether I'm on duty or I'm off
duty. And there's officers from agencies much smaller than
Nebraska City where you are on duty because you might be the
only law enforcement officer in the county whether you' re on
duty and off duty and you' re subject to callbacks so, again,
I see a huge d ifference between an average citizen being
allowed to be armed and a police officer who has taken an
oath . . .

SENATOR FLOOD: And for the record, I d on ' t have any
disagreement with the right of a police officer to carry a
weapon. I just think that there's a line drawn that we
separate out an off-duty officer from a private citizen for
the same reason so we' ll disagree on that. I appreciate it.
T hank yo u .

WILLIAM MULDOON: O k ay .

SENATOR B OURNE:
t hank y o u .

WILLIAM MULDOON: Okay, thank you.

SENATOR BOURNE: Next testifier in opposition?

BILL THURMAN: Thank you. My name is Bill Thurman. That' s
spelled T-h-u-r-m-a-n. I live in Nebraska City and I'm very
much opposed to this b ill. I ' ve opposed it on other
occasions. In hearing the testimony for the proponents of
this bill it seems like everybody has a different figure on
how this works. The information that I' ve collected over a
number of y ears in the state of Texas alone indicates that

Further questions? Seeing none, Chief,
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the weapons license people in the state of Texas are one of
the biggest breakers of the law of ca rrying concealed
weapons when they shouldn' t. There in the last three, not
the last three years but in a three-year period there were
946 weapon-related c rimes committed by people that h ave a
license to c arry a concealed weapon. The first six months
when that bill went in you got to remember that Texas is one
of the first states that had a right to carry c oncealed
weapons. In the first six months of that carry law the
people that had licenses to c arry concealed weapons had
arrests double the ge neral population. F lo rida, another
large state, had basica' ly the same time, same k ind o f
statistics. The main point of my testimony today is that
a lot of people seem to fear the h abitual criminal, the
hardened criminal. Most firearms homicides typically occur
between people that know each other. And maybe y ou' re
sitting around drinking a beer and some guy thinks he' s
f l i r t i ng wi t h hi s wi f e . They m a y h av e a p ol i t i c al ar g um ent
and this is the same thing the chief of police pointed out.
In our society today there are many things that set people
off and 53 percent of the shootings took place by legally
purchased guns. There was a period of time that I worked
for Larson Motor Company in Nebraska City. I delivered and
picked up new cars when they traded cars. I traveled all
the way fr om Norfolk to Kansas City and the number of road
rage incidents increased dramatically 'n the period of time
that I worked. I' ve seen guys a rgue with each other
driving, get out of their cars at the nearest exit and g et
into one h eck of a fist fi ght . I thi nk if they were
carrying guns it would be a mu c h more tr agic s ituation.
Recently in Neb raska City a woman ca lled the po lice
department c o mpl a i n i n g t h at he r ex - hu s b and was g o i n g t o
attack her at her place of business...where she was working.
A police officer was dispatched. The guy did some shooting.
He shot the p olice officer seriously. No w this was an
ordinary guy. He wasn't a hardened criminal. He was j ust
somebody that lost his t emper and that's exactly what' s
going to happen when you license guns to the general public.
Another t h i ng I n ot i ced i n t he b i l l . . . I gu e ss m y t i m e i s up
but in K ansas this bill came up and it was vetoed by the
governor and the state of Missouri, the Catholic church has
recommended that all priests issue a warning that they don' t
want any g uns in their schools or their churches. And I
think that's a pretty good recommendation and I don't want
any law passed that would ever jeopardize the effectiveness
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of our police force or the safety of them. Thank you.

SENATOR BOURNE: Thank yo u . Are ther e que stions for
Mr. Thurman. Seeing none, thank you. N ext testifier in
o pposi t i o n ?

GEORGE REMM ENGA: (Exhibi t 2 2) My name i s Geo r ge
P. Remmenga, Clay Center, Nebraska. I' ve been at this since
1993, same message. I m ight omit some of t his t hat I 'm
prepared but it's on this and please consider both pages of
this handout as my testimony today at this hearing. The
Second Amendment of the Constitution of the United States of
America st ates: "A well regulated militia, being necessary
to the security of a free state, the right of the people to
keep and bear arms, shall not be infringed." That says that
we are armed. Those statutes on file for the state of
Nebraska which prohibit law-abiding citizens from ca rrying
concealed weapons are an unconstitutional infringement of
the Second Amendment and are, therefore, null and v o id.
LB 454 is a violent and unconstitutional infringement of the
Second Amendment and, therefore, if passed and signed into
law would be an unconstitutional item o f le gislation.
LB 454 would make criminals of law-abiding citizens 'who did
not apply for a permit to carry. Please refer to the second
page of this. That is the proposed wording in place of this
l egi s l a t i o n. I ' l l sk i p a pa r a g r aph t h e r e . You r ead i t .
There is one word which defines the Constitution as charged.

respectfully urge you to revise and amend LB 454 into the
proposed constitutional form and pass such amendment for
amended form in this legislative session. I'm in favor of
concealed c a r r y . Tha n k y o u.

SENATOR BOURNE: Thank you. Are there questions? Senator
Combs.

SENATOR COMBS: Thank you. I wanted to commend you because
you did send this to me before. I thank you for that and I
was wondering, is t his s imilar to what Vermont has right
now? Is this similar to what Vermont has right now?

GEORGE REMMENGA: What was that?

SENATOR COMBS: Is this similar, your amendment, to Vermont?

GEORGE REMMENGA: I didn't have any other source. Thi s is
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my statement of what the w ords should be to ma ke it
constitutional.

SENATOR COMBS: Thank you. Thank you for bringing that. I
appreciate it and thank you for what you sent me.

GEORGE REMMENGA: Thank you.

SENATOR BOURNE: Are there further questions for
Mr. Remmenga. Mr. Remmenga, you said there's one word which
defines the Constitution destroyers.

GEORGE REMMENGA:
about t hat .

SENATOR BOURNE: What that word is? (Laughter)

GEORGE REMMENGA: You legal people already know the answer
to that (Laughter). I f you are (inaudible) a lawyer, you
know the answer to that (Laughter).

I' ll let you refer to this dictionary

SENATOR BOURNE:
( Laughter ) .

GEORGE REMMENGA: I'm a retired military officer, I'm still
u nder oath to protect and preserve the Constitution of t he
United States of America. Thank you.

SENATOR BOURNE: Th a n k you .

S ENATOR COMBS: T h a n k y o u.

SENATOR BOURNE: Further testifiers in opposition?

Well, you can't blame me fo r a sking

GEORGE RE MMENGA:
( Laughte r ) .

SENATOR BOURNE: It was a fair question (Laugh). Welcome.

CRAIG GROAT: (Exhibit 23) Craig Groat, G-r-o-a-t. LB 454
license to kil l an d mu tilate. Before the Judiciary
Committee is an extremely harmful proposed change in s tate
law. This shall issue bill would require the state to issue
permits for concealed handguns to be carried by individuals
in their place of employment, shopping centers, restaurants,

I' ve waited a long time to say that
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theaters, hospitals, vehicles, and while walking on t he
street without regard for proof of need and disrespect for
the good people of our state. S igns prohibiting concealed
guns at each public and employee entrance to all buildings
where concealed guns are not allowed is required. This
necessitates guns being left in vehicles for quick access or
theft. A permitholder cannot be prohibited from carrying a
concealed handgun in their vehicle in a parking lot even if
posted at their place of e mployment or otherwise. An
employee going postal is a high concern of any business
owner or manager. Opposed by Nebraska law enforcement, this
dangerous proposed change in law would endanger our police,
emergency service personnel and good citizens. LB 454 would
have a very negative effect on our state's quality of life,
business community, and economic growth. This wh ile
increasing fear, killing, suicides, and mutilation with
handguns and having no e ffects whatsoever. Neb raska's
current a nd lon g-standing co ncealed we apon statute
Section 28-1202 against carrying a c oncealed revolver or
pistol along with its affirmative defense for those involved
in business has been a well-serving state law since at least
1873...1873. From what I and others have heard in meetings
including this Judiciary and elsewhere in conversations from
those working to aggressively push bills similar to LB 454
in the past, virtually all these people have at one time or
another have carried a concealed handgun in violation of our
quality concealed weapon law and the perimeters that it sets
for car r y i ng a con c e a led weapon. Quite o f t e n t h e y t a l k o f
this in a joking manner, stating that you would be surprised
at how many people carry a concealed gun. I hope you have
noticed the pleasure that these people have exhibited from
this. Under LB 454 it states that an applicant should have
no violations of any law or this state relating to firearms.
According to Black's law d ictionary a vi olation is an
infraction of breach of law, a transgression act of breaking
or dishonoring the law. There does not have to be a charge
or a conviction. According to LB 454, the application shall
contain a statement that the information on the application
is true and correct. A person applying for a permit t o
carry a c o ncealed weapon who g ives false information is
guilty of a Class IV felony. In the Nebraska State Supreme
Court, Nu ent v. Sta te o f Nebraska and later in State v.
Sakamoto ruled the main purpose of this statute is not only
to prevent the c arrying of deadly weapons for use but to
prevent the carrying of them at all because the opportunity
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and temptation to us e t hem which arise from concealment.
The ruling goes on, apparently the defendant was somewhat
defiant in the law and authorities and carried the revolver
under circumstances such as sometimes result in shooting a
(inaudible) and death. This also appears to describe those
in favor of this harmful change in Nebraska state statute.
I have figures from the state of Texas and others and so
forth here that I will provide with you. I personally
outgrew playing with toy guns by the time that I had reached
kindergarten. The only time that I' ve ever had or had u se
for a handgun was while I was in the military police. These
people very much need to grow up and find a new hobby to
give meaning to their lives instead of finding it necessary
to carry the po wer of life and death concealed upon their
persons in order to give them a sense of self esteem and
power in their world and total disregard and disrespect and
harm for the good people of our state. Thank you.

SENATOR BOURNE: Thank yo u. Are the r e qu estions for
Mr. Groat? Senator Pedersen.

SENATOR Dw . PED ERSEN: Thank you , Se nat o r Bou r ne .
Mr. Groat, is that how you?

CRAIG GROAT: That's correct.

S ENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: You mentioned about the way the la w
i s now, t h e a f f i r m a ti v e d e f e n s e .

CRAIG GROAT: For a person that's involved in business and
it's there in state statutes for you to read.

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: But it's only for business?

CRAIG GROAT: It states for those involved in bu siness so
you are involved in a business, you would be allowed to
protec yourself. Senator Chambers would. Sena tor Combs
would .

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: But if you were involved in being
threatened to protect you rself, it would not be
conside r e d . . .

CRAIG GROAT: It stat es...you should be aware of what' s
written in state statute. I'm surprised you' re not.
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SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: Well, that' s.

CRAIG GROAT: I went back and law library, I'm sorry I' ve
got hay fever really bad today, and traced this back through
all old state statutes, went back to 1873. And this has
been consistent all the way through.

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: That was good. I'm going to look at
t ha t .

CRAIG GROAT: And there's never been a change in it in al l
those years. It 's basically been the same law since 1873
and these people want to change it.

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: Tha n k yo u .

SENATOR BOURNE: Further questions? Seeing none, thank you.
Next testifier in opposition?

CRAIG GROAT: I mig h t me ntion that a nybody that w ants
further documentation on w hat I' ve got here, I would be
happy to come to their office and sit down with the e xact
f i gu r es . Th a n k y o u .

SENATOR BOURNE: Thank you. Next testifier in opposition.
Did you s i g n i n , m a ' am?

MARILYN STEWART: Yes .

SENATOR BOURNE: Th a n k you .

MARI' YN STEWART: It was on that sheet o f pa per there,
um-hum.

SENATOR BOURNE: Th a n k you .

MARILYN STEWART: My name is Marilyn Stewart. I ' m from
north central Nebraska, Newport, Nebraska.

SENATOR BOURNE: Would you spell your last name for us?

MARILYN STEWART: S-t-e-w-a-r-t.

SENATOR BOURNE: Tha n k yo u .
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MARILYN STEWART: And everybody stole my thunder (laugh) but
that's fine. I' ll forego some of my comments here. I want
the committee here t o kn ow that I am for car rying a
concealed weapon but I am aga inst some of the language
that's in this bill and I guess the main thing that I was
concerned about, it seemed to me that anybody who has served
in the military, why should they have to go a nd be
retrained? I have a lot of family members who have served
anywhere from the United States Marine Corps and served in
the wars. Wi ll they have to go t hrough training? Why
should they have to do that? I felt that was a real slap in
the face for all of our veterans and we have spent a lot of
time this summer and the p ast s ummers honoring these
veterans. They have had parades. It's been beautiful, it' s
been wonderful. And then this seemed to kind of slap them
in the face and I had a real problem with that. As far as
I' ve heard several things mentioned. T he reciprocity
b etween states that do have concealed carry. I tho ught I
might just mention this, it hadn't been mentioned. With the
reciprocity issue, it sa ys...now this is from Larry Pratt
w ith gu n o wners o f A m e r ic a . An i nd i v i du a l w h o j u mps t h r o u g h
all the hoops to get a Michigan permit cannot carry in Texas
although Michigan will recognize a Texas permit. A Michigan
permit is reciprocal with Pennsylvania but one can't drive
through Ohio to get there carrying concealed. A Louisiana
permit is g ood i n Te nnessee but d on't carry thr ough
Mississippi. W hile a M ississippi permit is g ood in
Oklahoma, don't try to carry through Arkansas to get there.
So I t hought that was j ust a bit of information. In
closing, I just want you t o know t hat I am for carry
concealed but I just had some problems with this and that' s
why I'm against it as it is.

SENATOR BOURNE: Tha n k y o u .

MARILYN STEWART: Th a n k y ou .

SENATOR BOURNE: Appreciate your testimony. Questions for
Ms. Stewart? Senator Combs.

SENATOR COMBS: Just to comment, thank you for testifying
today and we' re certainly open to making the bill bet ter.
The important thing is to get it out on the floor, get it
there, and we can certainly consider all amendments so just
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come to our office and bring your concerns and we' ll be glad
to look at them.

MARILYN STEWART: Okay, thank you.

SENATOR COMBS: T h a n k y o u .

SENATOR BOURNE: Tha nk you. N ext testifier in opposition?
Welcome .

JERRY STEWART: I'm Marilyn's husband, Jerry Stewart, Jerald
Stewart from Newport, Nebraska. I' ve been a rancher up in
that country most of my life.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Just one thing. If you'd sit down your
voice would carry better and then it would record it. But
standing up, it might not pick up.

JERRY STEWART: I'm not used to this. Usually when I report
I have to stand (Laugh) . It's a requirement (Laugh) .

SENATOR BOURNE: Make yourself comfortable.

JERRY STE WART: I'm here today to r epresent myself
initially. However, I am an active member in the State Farm
Bureau and I would like to read you their standing out of
their policybook, Concealed Weapons 2005. "We f a vo r
legislation to allow anyone who may legally possess weapons
to carry them concealed, that the permission be automatic
a nd unencumbered by testing, certification, fees or a ny
other infringement." I 'm al s o a member of the National
Rifleman's Association, a li fetime member of National
Rifleman's Association, a me mber of GO A, G un Owners of
America, a lifetime member; and also a member of the Second
Amendment Foundation. I am here sp eaking against this
amendment, I mean, this resolution LR...and I'm speaking
against it bu t I am for the right to carry concealed. I
have absolutely no fear of any of my friends, enemies,
neighbors, anybody carrying a gun concealed because the one
I am afraid of is the one that carries...that is a criminal
or a ruthless person, and i t will a lways be concealed
anyway. They will never confront you with it until they' re
there to do you damage and for that reason I feel that and
as far as this bill is concerned, I find it...there's lots
of things in it that it doesn't need. The only thing that I
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really find that's g ood in it is the last two lines on
Sect io n 1 5 . And I be l i ev e t ha t we cou l d l i ve wi t h t ha t . I
d on' : be l i ev e a ct u al l y i t ' s an i n f r i nge ment o n o ur p opu l ac e
or on ou r c onstitutional rights to tax or put a fee on a
permit. And I think it's just another method to tax again
as far a s this is concerned. I consider this a piece of
garbage except for the last paragraph (Laughter).

SENATOR COMBS: Well, you tripped his trigger. You tri pped
h is t r i gg e r now .

SENATOR BOURNE: Questions? Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: So if I understand your t e stimony
correctly, you feel like, that this piece of wild-eyed
liberal garbage should not b e en acted into law, is that
corr e c t ?

J ERRY STEWART: Pa r do n ?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Your feeling (laughter) ...if I understand
y our testimony correctly, you feel that t his p iece o f
wild-eyed, liberal garbage should not be enacted into law.
I s t h a t yo u r f ee l i ng ?

JERRY STEWART: I feel that everybody should have the right
to carry concealed but that the rest of what is in this book
i s ga r bage .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: We could invite it right into the trash
can over there, right? (Laughter)

JERRY STEWART: Except for the last two sentences.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Okay. That 's a s tart. We ' re close
(Laughte r ) .

JERRY STEWART: Senator Chambers, you' re ultimately against
guns from what I un derstand, from what I' ve heard you
testify from time to time and what I' ve heard you say here
today .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Well, not guns as such or people owning
guns but I am definitely opposed to carrying guns concealed.
Unequivocally am I opposed to that.
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JERRY STEWART: I see . If th ere's anybody here that is
really opposed to guns, I would like to offer them a sign to
post in front of their house (laughter).

SENATOR CHAMBERS: If you gave me that I'd pu t it in my
office. That.'s (inaudible)(laughter).

SENATOR COMBS: He needs that.

JERRY STEWART: I don 't know whether there's anybody here
that would like one of these or not.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Yes, if you give me one. Really, I'd put
i t i n m y o f f i ce . And w h enever y o u c a me, y o u ' d s e e i t .

JERRY STEWART: I'd like to have you put it in front of your
h ouse (Laughte r ) .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Well, no, people know how I am at home.

SENATOR FLOOD: It's not stolen, is it? (Laughter)

JERRY STEWART: There has been people that back in the east
that done this and a week or ten days later they was down to
the gun shop buying a g u n an d t hey was riding shotgun
( Laughter ) .

SENATOR BOURNE: All right, further (laugh) questions?

JERRY STEWART: They just back up to their house and started
l oading f ur ni t u r e ( La u g h t e r ) . Wh y n ot ?

SENATOR BOURNE: Thank you, Mr. Stewart, appreciate your
testimony. Than k you. Next testifier in opposition?
Y ou' re t h r o u g h ?

J ERRY STEWART: Ye ah .

SENATOR BOURNE: Ok ay .

JERRY STEWART: Okay, no more comment?

SENATOR BOURNE: No more questions, I guess? Thank you very
much. We appreciate your testimony. Next tes tifier in
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opposition? Are there any neutral testifiers? Come
forward. Are there any other neutral testifiers after this
i nd i v i d u a l ? Si g n i n .

NOELIE SHERDON: Yes, I have. Chairman Bourne and members
of the committee, I'm Noelie Sherdon, legal counsel for the
Department of Motor Vehicles. I 'm her e today t o of fer
testimony, neutral testimony, regarding LB 454 on behalf of
our director. Director Beverly Neth sends her regrets she' s
unable to be present this afternoon. S h e did want m e to
express her thanks to Senator Combs for taking time to meet
with her and the deputy director regarding DMV's concerns
with the g reen copy of LB 454. The department's review of
LB 454 focused on Section 21 of the green copy that requires
the status of the permit to carry a handgun to appear on the
driver record a bstract. T h e process is described in the
green copy of the bill, appears to require paper records to
be sent to the department to allow the status of the handgun
permit to be added to the abstract. The pro posed paper
process would take some days to accomplish and would be
contrary to the direction that the department has taken its
systems in the past few years. Over those years, all of
DM's legacy systems and processes have been automated. We
no longer employ any staff who are solely responsible for
data entry. The discussion with Senator Combs focused on
amending the b ill to allow for electronic transmission of
the permit information from the is suing agent t o the
Department of Motor Vehicles. By providing for development
of an automated system, the permit information could be
added to the driver record within hours rather than in days.
Automation would also eliminate the need for a part-time
employee as referenced in DMV's fiscal note. The discussion
with Senat.or Combs also included a request for adding a new
section to the bill that would authorize the courts to send
a n abstract of every revocation of a permit t o ca rry a
concealed handgun to the driver record abstract using the
justice system. Pursuant to statute, justice is used by all
the courts now t o au tomatically transmit records of
convictions for v iolations of the Motor Vehicle Operators
License Act and the rules of the road directly to the driver
license abstract database. This system could be modified to
allow the courts to transmit revocations of handguns permits
to the database in a similar fashion. And if you have any
quest i o n s , I wi l l at t empt t o an swe r t hem ( See a l so
Exhib i t 24 ) .
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SENATOR BOURNE: Are the re qu estions for M s . Sherdon?
Senator Combs.

SENATOR COMBS: Thank you. I just wanted to know if you
wanted to make a comment about the FTE that was included in
t he f i s c a l no t e . Wi l l t h i s he l p t o am e l io r a t e t h e n e e d f or
t hat ?

NOELIE SHERDON: Yeah , as I did say , we think if the
a utomation went through, the need for the FT E wo uld b e
eliminated.

SENATOR COMBS: T h a n k y o u .

SENATOR BOURNE: Further questions? Seeing none, thank you.

NOELIE SHERDON: Tha n k y ou .

SENATOR BOURNE: Next testifier in a neutral capacity?

JERRY STILMOCK: Good afternoon, Senator, members of the
committee. My name i s Je rry Stilmock, S-t-i-l-m-o-c-k,
lobbyist on behalf of the Ne braska State Volunteer
Firefighters Association testifying in a neutral capacity on
the bill, par ticularly those part s in Section 14.
Section 14 of th e bill a fter recognizing that emergency
service personnel are defined within the bill, Section 14
then goes about in two different segments that authorizes a
volun t ee r f i r e f i gh t e r , vo l un t e er r escu e pe r so n n e l t o
actually order a person to, you know, turn over their gun
and that causes some concern, I guess, to br ing t o the
committee. Volunteer firefighters, volunteer EMTs. We
don't have any powers in terms of police enforcement but yet
we' re given the power to order the retention and taking of a
weapon. And then subsequently, in Section 14 upon rendering
treat. ment there's language in there that also a llows the
volunteer to make a decision and assessment if the person is
physically and mentally able to ha ndle that gun t h at
volunteers are charged with the responsibility of m aking
those decisions and then returning that weapon to the
person. And the reason for the neutral capacity is if th e
volunteer, EMT, or paid EMT, paramedic is on the scene. I
think it would be incumbent for those people to k now t hat
there's a w eapon concealed on the person. But the problem
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therein lies is then the people out in the field are charged
with the responsibility to make an assessment of, is this
person now that I' ve treated physically and mentally able to
take that weapon back? And if not, then that volunteer in
the field has some further decisions that they have to make
should that weapon be turned over to law enforcement if law
enforcement is on the scene. So, briefly, it's been a long
afternoon for everybody and I just wanted to sh are those
concerns in a neutral capacity with the committee. Thank
you.

SENATOR BOURNE: Tha nk y ou . Questions for Mr . Stilmock?
Seeing none, thank you. Appreciate your testimony.

JERRY STILMOCK: Tha n k y ou .

SENATOR BOURNE: Are there testifiers in a neutral capacity?
Senator Combs to close.

SENATOR COMBS: Thank you. I had a pretty jim-dandy closing
written but I won't do it because I ain't going to keep us
here all night.

S ENATOR CHAMBERS: B le ss y ou ( La u g h )

SENATOR COMBS: God bless me, I won't be repetitive. But I
do want to s a y that the current system is upside-down.
Lawbreakers without a conscience are walking around, again,
armed, they' re not trained. This is the stance they use to
shoot their guns and all we' re asking is that la w-abiding
citizens be properly trained and be allowed to carry. We as
responsible gun owners are not asking for a free pass to
carry. We' re willing and insist on r igorous checks and
testing to ensure that those in our number are well educated
and safe. We ask simply for the state of Nebraska to codify
the rights intended under the Second Amendment. Recently we
just voted overwhelmingly, override the governor's veto to
restore the right to vote to a felon after h e ha s proven
himself to b e law abiding. Isn't it high time now that we
try to help out the other guy who never broke a law? T hank
you.

SENATOR BOURNE: Th ank you . Questions for Senator Combs?
O h, Senato r C h ambers .



Transcript Prepared by the Clerk of the Legislature
Transcriber's Office

LB 454Committee on Judiciary
M arch 17 , 200 5
Page 108

SENATOR COMBS: Yes .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Senator C ombs, i f I understood you
correctly, you feel that because ex-felons who paid their
debt to society are allowed to vote, that everybody else
ought to be allowed to carry a concealed weapon?

SENATOR COMBS: Only with proper training.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: But you connect those two? The right to
vote with these other people carrying concealed weapons?

SENATOR COMBS: Only because the right to vote is a right as
is the right. to carry a concealed weapon but it's not being
treated as that. It's being treated as a privilege that you
are being denied unless you can prove that you have a proper
reason to carry affirmative defense.

S ENATOR CHAMBERS: Okay. That's all I would have at thi s
t i me .

SENATOR COMBS: Yep, it's a right.

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: At this time (laugh) .

SENATOR BOURNE: Se e i n g no . . .

SENATOR COMBS: Right to vote, right to carry.

SENATOR BOURNE: Seeing no further questions, that will
conclude the hearing on LB 454 and the h e arings for th is
afternoon. Than k y ou to everybody who attended (See also
Exhib i t s 2 5 , 2 6 , 27 , 28 , 29 , 30 , 3 1 , 32 , 3 3) .


